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I hope the reader yfiW indulge no 
antipathy against what I have said^ 
under a supposition that I am preju- 
diced against the sex ; soine^ it is true^ 
may have this weakness for want of 
patienUy examining the story, though 
to satisfy their minds I aifinn, that the 
neighbourhood where Providence has 
cast my lot, is honoured with many 
good wives; women of more worth 
than many rubies, but I dare not say 
there are no imprudent ones. If this> 
book should be read by the Iatteri» I wish 
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it may have the desired effect of benefit- 
ing the troubled husband^ by rectifying 
the evils of a tfying wife. Be assured^ 
ladies^ I cannot listen to those husbands 
who charge their own faults upon their 
wives, and though they are called the 
stronger v4s^d^ Aii^l^^j'^^^^selves by 
setting the weakest vessel the worst 
example. I make no doubt many a 
wife would ije -better, if -the man would 
condescend ta mend the husband. It 
must b^ confessed, that some who find 
fault with their wives by exposing the 
defects tliey ought to conceal/ lay them- 
selves open to the keenest censure, and 
oughf to h9,ve their lips closed in silence, 
' t^ause they ai'e bad' husbands. 

^ !ll^ hav^ not a woiid^ to^ say about ray 
naw^.; except J present a few conjec- 
tures about S9me quali^es I possess,. ven- 
turing thup fto &|)eak, though, it may 
appear very extraordinjiry that this 
undaunted age should pj^oduce so muiuh 
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aBonymous genius. Yet, time will wear 
out tUs mode, as it has *outliyed the 
prolific day of fulsome .dedication ta 
the gay and great.— Here; I congratulate 
the reviewers that time will solve all 
their difficulties, for . 



** All that man holds, hangs hy a slender twine.^ 
BjT auddto chance the str«n|pest things deoUne p 

RefuGtant that any one shoukJ 
know more thsfcn 1 do of myself, until 
'time discloses all things,^ I refuse to drop* 
my mask, and whoever cboses to tear off 
fhis shield and exposes ia tender face ta 
rude fingers,, cannot be my friend in a 
scribbling generation. Though 1 recol- 
lect akind hostess deiscribing my person, 
to a venerable dlvme^ who came ia 
enquire what stranger had taken shelter 
under her roof for the night, whom he 
understood had been to his house in vain 
(w admittance. ^* Why; Sir, we have 
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only one strange gentleman^ and he has 
lank black hair^ all gone behind^ for he 
has none before. His forehead goes up^ 
falling back like our steeple ; he is high 
of bone and low of flesh. When he 
talks^ he stares at you^ and he carries 
his arms as nobody in this large town 
does. His face is as if somebody had 
trampled upon it with nailed shoes, yet, 
so pleasant, that I cannot keep ray eyes 
off him. Bless you, sir, shall I call him 
down ; for he is gone up to bed. He 
will bear examining, I am sure he was 
born before many blocks, for he will 
have the quickuess to look, and the 
civility to come at a word/' " Good 
woman, I cannot conceive who be is^ by 
the strange description you give/' ^' No 
sir ! see there stands hisboots, they are like 
his legs, widest at the top. That'^ his 
Ivhip, he had a pillion behind him^ . for 
it appears he is accustomed to ride first. 
The horse lives for him, for he has given 
it a gallon of corn, and saw its. rack 



iti^GecfiiiriA^ ouii besi kay^ and though Im 
herse had)«fimtaic&i|ut»il£ iteofM^ 
berhadfnefe€t.dhop dt> gimj non^ ib rai^y^ 
ov < 4ihie/^: If this ddsdriptioh riHUl :bei of 
anj^ aerviee' td dioi iiii|iusitiYei< 4bey )iff0> 
welcome toiitoamsrfayk]e^ki:toM^^ 
author. '» i 

•^ Tbe;*^ ;faje mwy^ yea/^^s w^ich 
induce me to conccfU «Ki^ o^e^ ^^ { 
beg the knowing to prove whether I 
tak^ this step tkroulgb «haMme> tr^fl, 
Bapience> charity^ jiumUUy^ or pnidence. 

If I could make folljr appear as vigly 
as it really is^ and raise the thoughtless^ 
to sober reflection, it would afford satis- 
faction ; btrtrdiectiblii^iy^peiiiaps'lhey 
l¥ill jo^le me 4n l>etam, by aildifig to 
my trouble and cost. 1 wish, therefore, 
to present myself as a common man 
possessed of some degree of common 
sense. 

The attentive and intelligent reader 
will discover whether the author has an 



mrentiye genius^ to ffac his ground vrork 
properly upon the experience of others, 
and improve their dbservations by on* 
ginal additions of his own, and follow > 
the example of individuak only as 6tr 
as accordant with his own circumstances 
and duty. 

Others may remember the words of 
Sabmus, and affirm : 

<< Some sillj acr&Uen soon tbeir ptges fill, 
<^ Let care mod laboar regulate my quilL" 

And I would answer in the lines of 
Stegelim: 

<^ Some toil and sweat to eleboimte rbyme, 
*^ Let no such care or labour waste my time*'* 
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TROUBLES 



OF 



A GOOD HUSBAND. 



Ip fondness for travelting and a par- 
tiality to every new place^ were 
la creditable characteristic, if free- 
dom of mind, a bold and indepen^ 
dent disposition, incapable of stoop- 
ing to notice tiifiing embarrasments, 
if aff eagerness for intelligence^ an 
active temper, an indifferency of com* 
fort and superfloities^ with a ^ hasty 
spirit and warm impatience, form the 
character of man, I feel a full con* 
viction I was not defici^it. My days 
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commenced harmonious. For no cal- 
culations had I ever made of the ne- 
cessaries and ills of life, imtil nature's 
<]emands pressed with relentless hands. 
Hence arose the desire to be em- 
powered with an equality of pui-se to my 
station, and some degree of influence 
in the connection where I was placed 
and compelled to move, and my mind 
became fixed to what millions judge 
the charmless engagements of a settled 
life. 

In due time, my parents endowed 
my person with those monied and landed 
<;harms, which allure so powerfully, 
and even render an idiot respectable ; 
the absence of which divested the in- 
spired Apostles of honour, and fei>- 
<lered the Saviour of the woWd desti* 
tute of all respectability in the eyes 
of th^ selfish and carnal. 

. My faiber never apologized for mj 
youth ; neter admitted it was a day 
Ip^ow.the wiW 6ats, for he had wisely 
calculated ( what, an extensive crop was 
libely t0 follow so early and conse- 
quently so long a seed*time* Though 
J J>ey)Bf ^as seeii in a theatre, and 



but once intoxicated, and I believe, 
never swore an oath, by no means 
addicted to gambling, ana never over- 
set tables, nor br^^ke windows, nor 
spoiled my best clothes, nor got into 
a watch-house, '' as fon up^ to- the 
eyes," yet I was a man. 

These follies never could become de- 
forming vices ill me ; for I was rather 
treated as a pitiful creature that kept 
out of every maiily dust. Ever regard- 
ing the sage cotinsel,^ ^ 



*♦ 'Us brave to meet the world-;, ^ttadlk^it. amonsr 

'* Whole crowds, and not be carried whli the throng/ ^ 

I considered myself a Gentleman of 
some fortune, and the lady for whom 
I had some predilection, was in a 
fair way to be wealthy. Her father 
was a good liver (when compared with 
the bad,) frugal, and possessed of a 
good estate, and gave his children a 
genteel, if not a good education. Miss 

B rose above her school mates, 

and dressed well, had a fine exterior, 
and the visits and notice of good 
company. She was addressed by a 
^ntleman of no fortune, though of 
b2 



g4>od ecbication^ character^ and c^n- 
mexioQs ; but I perceived Miss B~ — 
resolved not to marry him, bo, not 
i^he, for her resohition was to have a 
mm of superior underslaiidings anid until 
then a train of admirers to bear her np. 

^ But I forbear (o call him blest, 
*^ Wbo only ]l>oa8t9 a lapf e ei^tate.** 

One beau after another were over* 
Ipoked. She knew no^ how to choose 
a man that was in thp way to be 
useful in society and respectable, though 



she could understand when a man is 
caUed ric|i. Many wondered hpw 
it was that Miss B~- — above all other 
ladies could not select one to suit 
herself out of many admirers. But 
they had forgotten, or could not un- 
derstand, that it is impossible to col- 
lect the heart divided into so many 
E articles. Deterred, I stood gently 
reathing at a distance^ under the op- 
pressive conviction, that decayed teeth 
form a great evil, a blighted charac- 
ter, worse, — and coquetry the essence 
of them all, not to be remedied of 
borne, for who can comientrate scat- 
tered affections. 



1 began to grow old^ and had not 
yet found a lady to my mind. Still 
I was nice ; for 1 had not seen the 
woman 1 could truly love^ and thought 
it better to live single^ than, to marry 
the lady I could not fancy. Fancy 
I considered a standing and necessary 
friend, to suport me through life, having 
the faculty of compounding ideas by 
the senses ; call it a liking or fondness ;: 
mere humour, whim, or caprice ; some^ 
things nothing, or invention, .which 
pleases. I am sure it i» frequently 
master and mistress in the journey of 
life. For what is a man without his 
senses, but a creature without, under- 
standing, or destitute of a capacity 
of being affected by good or ill, by 
arguments or. pity, reason, or justice? 
but as- the senses^ are pleased or of-: 
fended>. so they transmit their notices 
or perceptions to the mind ; and what 
is man without mind f. I began to fret 
over the loss of time, and tease myself, 
by dailj supposing I was more difficult 
than wise, mit one day when passing 
over two roads, I stiimlbled upon the gay- 
est lady and the largest trial ever man met' 
with. A fine polish, a fine mould, a ^ood. 
glass, a fine work of nature, and every 
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thing to satisfy every engagement I coyuld 
make. 1 imagined I saw inconceivable 
dignity in the folds of Ijer garment 

If I determined to be rich and 
happy^ it was now^ or never ! I 
threw down^ and with the ntmost fa- 
cility^ stepped over a thousand pros 
and cons, hurried to the lovely fe* 
male. A fortune^ a fortune ! My head 
and heart were so full of the good 
choice^ and so enraptured with the 
kind fortune, that 1 could scarcely 
sleep. So enamoured was my foolish 
soul, that I could not stop to take 
my breath, unless I was sure of sue* 
eess; and in a few months the whole 
business was brought 'about My mind 
was brought to its stay, a hundred men 
^ould not move it, for I should have 
stamped the dolt in the dust that dared 
to suggest I should be ruined by making 
a fortune ! 

If, for a moment, a mere peradventure 
dared to leap into my head, it was 
stifled by the grappling argument, and 
the anticipated comforts that at all 
events, I should be as well off as ray 
neighbours, for I saw half the town 
was taken in, on one side the ques- 
tion or the other. 
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A stQp lost here, I thought, would be as 
fatal as in a mathematical demonstr^ation. 
Yet I cannot forget the hint in [he 
World Without Souls, though ui^- 
fortunate for uw, tiie author wrote 
a few years too late for the Troubled 
Husband, to avail himself ot* the doc- 
trine, '^ That, though there is a con- 
trast of voice, manner, and character, 
displayed by two combatants in the 
war of words,*' yet these two things 
are obvious concerning them ; they 
are man and wife, and that one is 
under the influence of religion, and 
the other imacquainted with it. '^ Mar- 
riage is like solne exquisite instru- 
ment which can be tuned only by 
the hand of heaven.'* God who made 
the hearts alone can harmonize themy 
by the infusion of common views, 
hopes^ and joys. 

" To gire retired home a zest peculiar, 
<< And the f *8t sum of intercourse enlarge." 

Think ye that M ef eenjugal delights 
Concentre in the limitable span 
Of sensitive enjo)tment», or the round 
Of modish or of faifhionable ni^e ? 
Thft^oyi of Ipie froi» oAes sewrqes sjiring ; 
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T' embrace reciprocally dear, fr{end»hfp^ 
And amitj, and peace, with love of home; 
Taste they domestic happiness vrho roam 
With erer-restless feet from scene to scene^ 
And live if life be not a prostituted term, 
In other dwellings, rather than their own ; 
Or made the jaunting tour, impress some friend 
Or friends to cheer their solitary home ? 
Know they the Biatchless joys of wedded loTe 
Who dread each other's presence,, and rejoice 
When the blest hour of separation comes, 
That unrestricted either may pursue 
What interest or pleasure may recline ; 
Who forced by sh#er convenience, customs, law,. 
And fear of shame,, brook ever^ galling chains 

Though }t is true, my hands bad 
often been clasped in the attitude of de- 
votion, before it wasT possible for me to 
know the object of worship ; yet having: 
arrived at an age/ when our opinion 
is too apt to sit loosely upon us,' I 
found that though the earliest feelings 
seem to take a deeper hold, still mine 
were ready to give way for any new 
abject. 

My passions \vere strong, my imagi- 
nations warm^, and my energy ever 
awake, every day gave birth for some 



new schemes^ and I was restless till 
some object or enipk>^inent was foui^ 
to seize and fill my mind. Thk quick 
perception increased the anxiety for 
marriage with one by whose side I 
placed myself as ever determning to 
oe rich and happy, when I discovered a 
lady that pleasea vny mind. 

Now at a later p^wlPliian ever 
I expected, I verily thought the lady 
I had selected had love, adPif her 
heart was in my bands, I could mould 
it as I pleased. Byt I spou saw^ that 
if I attempted to tough the string of 
religion, she fiew into the very ex- 
treme of pekgianism ; I therefore found 
there was nothing within to answer 
the wish of my heart, and it seemed 
impossible to carry on a mental com- 
merce by bartering one idea for another, 
when our goods rather burdened than 
suited each other. Now thought I, 
I am doomed to walk alone as a 
pilgrim and stranger in the world. 

But why did I heedless trust the 
flattering sight ? 

If my wife conducted herself with 
propriety it appeared withoutany motive^ 
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or ] feared a false one. The effect upoiv 
my mind was most distressing* For I- 
cpnld neither force the way to her 
heart by argument, nor soften her 
mind by the kindest treatment. And 
though I eatreatid^ I was dejfamed.-^-- 
And this I found < 

^^ Bear.||^|M|Mr, — an adage true, 

^^ As hMm^HRoni ever drew ; 

" That this iVe pr»ctis'4 through my llfe^. 

^^ I mRa witness in my .wife ; 

^^ For tho' she'd sometimes cry and scoki) 

^ I seldam would a parly hold.'^ 

I saw one duty remained> that IshovM 
never lose my best temper, because she 
had lost hers ; and now my hope in* 
a thousand respects^ was 

*^ like some fair flowep that early spring- suppUes<^ 
^ That gaily blooms, and yet in blooming dies." 

Soon aftei: marriage, I found to my 
cost that thoughtlessness in $ome things^ 
and extravagance in many others^ was 
the beautiful bundle covered with viels,. 
wrapt up in shawls^ silks, and pelisses. 
I set up a tinder-box> as one. of the 
tirst; iii^cessaries in housekeeping^ bn% 



we must burn a wax-candH whicli 
A^as affirmed to he the cheapest.— I 
thought a little oil in a saucer, and 
a small padded wick of cotton stet in 
4he edge of the oil would be a more 
«afe plan, aud not above one third 
of the expence. This was' totally im- 
possible, so that the point was settled 
-Vvithout trying the exW||||^Q|;» I then 
proposed a rush-light^^PPf Resolution 
said with firmest tone, th^^oorest 
4Deople burnt rush-lights, afiJRIer im- 
aginations at once suggested, that I 
•wished l:o sink her' repuMiion ; she af- 
firmed that the cheapest was a good 
mould candle. Again I proposed the 
use of my. good tinder-box, steel j and 
matches, as the most economical. This 
last, being a novel thing,* (when th^ 
whole apparatus was mentioned to 
her) she submitted for me to try the 
exj>erim^*t. In the mc^t deiterous and 
magical mamner I procured a light. 
She exclaimed, '' How Soon it is done !" 



. * A novel thing in those parts of Staf- 
fordshire and Yorkshire, where as much coal is 
l^ur^nt in' the night, as would supply another part 
of the kingdom bj day* 



But in a few nights I found the box 
fall of half burnt tinder, the remain- 
ing matches enormously thicks and 
all the edges of the fliwt rabbed off 
I was ready to exclaim; oh the in- 
attention, stupidity, and insufficiency 
of my servants ! But the more confused I 
was the greater ker eagerness and clamour 
for light* ^f^mAY somebody was in the 
house, atwR^Pbuld not believe her." 

^^ Abovf^liantroul, when ia a raging storm, 
^' Where seas and skies are blended with the «ouL^ 

I endeavoured to shew in her cal- 
tner moments, that to save one penny 
or three half-pence a night would 
enable us more extensively, to relieve 
the distressed. '' What,** said she, "^^do 
I care for the distressed : do you think 
I will abridge myself of any comfert 
for such a herd ? you are very much 
mistaken, I assure yoa, if v^hi imagine 
such a thing/' I ^ soon toond an I 
could say was like potting oil upcm 
the fire. 

But blame the culture, not the soil ; 
for this marvellous, this prodigious 
diflferenoe of temper and opmion, did 
not arise from a difference of climate 
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or of regimen. For it proved on onr ac* 
quaint an ce that we were born in the 
same country, occasionally lived in the 
centre and extremity of the same city^ 
breathed the same air, and lived on the 
same kind of food. Our extraction was 
not exactly the same, as tliis narrative 
fully testifies, for what an ungovernable 
Leviathan is education^ example, pride, 
and extravagance ; what mighty power 
they have over flesh and blood ! 



How formidable must their offspring 
l)e, compared with the extract of genuine 
morality. My wife seemed to have 

gassed by a regular process into the 
rst rank of the flippant army of triflers^ 
who sometimes 

<^ Catch the inanflers living, as they rtsc :** 

And my sight began ta extend suffici*- 
ently to disbover anotiier important do- 
cument j for I beg leave to say, in no 
instance was the practice of vice* or 
virtue comnrnnkated with the bloods 
Pompey was not^ for generosity, but 
his son Strabo was infamous for avarice. 
Don't mistake me reader^ for I meato to 
assert thart neit^ier ctimate nor features 
c 



u 

regulate, ^he^.niorality of mmi It i8 
opinion^ it is edtication^ it is exaraple, 
and company, working by the dispo- 
sition ; the latent spring of the heart ; 
and such is their power that they triumph 
over latitude, temperament^ and my best 
efforts. It is true, I must admit, in the 
hat atmosphere, the effects of corrupt 
tion are the most rapid and, the most 
dangerous, and so it is in heated minds 
and family broiN. But ivhy should I 
spend my time by saying fire is friction 
UTOuf.^lit to a higher degree, when my 
wife declares '' trictiou is most violent 
in the madly contending sea, yet with- 
out fire/' Or why should I trespass 
upon tjie labour of your eyes by going 
back to seek, and bring to view, among 
others, objects of comparison and con- 
tras{t, from difference of place, when we 
find a greater diversity in manners, in 
opinion, and in temper, between the 
phle^atiCj the sanguine, th6 cholerifi^ 
and the melancholic, than there is be- 
tween 4he physiognomy of aFre^nchman 
and a Briton, if iiot between ^ny wife 
JsuiH ,fa^r troubled husband . 

' \ r^coWt^i.Aristatle says the phlegm 
maiie is cold, tisnid, suspicious^ dejibe^ 



rate, philosophic. The sanguine on 
the contrary, as wann, presuming, ge- 
nerous, vehement^ pathetic ; the choleric 
as irascible^ severe^ boUlj discerning ; 
aufl the melancholic, as a composi- 
tion of them all, refined and heigh- 
tened by imagination. 

To proceed in the narmtivc. I was 
counted a moral is^t, and thought I was 
too well acquainted with liuman aftairs 
not to perceive that women were the 
"arbiters of manners." I esteemed it 
a pleasure to engage them to adorn tlie 
sceptre of virtue with their graces^ and 
'considered it is in their power to excite 
courage to overthrow vice, by means of 
.their diiiidaiu, to light up in every heart 
the love of our country, and create the 
peace and comfort of society. Yea, I 
had a conviction that men arc generally 
what women make them ; but then, 
what must 1 now be, what should I 
think, and how should I stt-^nd guarded 
on the brink of fate ! For it is 

" Yet strtfnge to tell the nerveless baby hand 
Shall govern realms, and at her ipinions, not 
Unsbeath the sword^ and desoiatc a world.'' 

c2 
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Little indeed are they acqaainted 
with the laws of nature, and the value 
of social intercourse, who in the union 
of man and wife, look for nothing more 
than the^ pleasures of sense. TThey only 
cull the wild flowers of life, without once 
tasting the substantial and cheering 
fruits. 

'' The faix sex'' may be i favorite 
phrase with the man of pleasure^ to 
whom women are known under no other 
idea. But is the seji; most fair only to 
persons who Jiave no other faculty ex- 
cept that of eye sight ? Or is it not ihpst 
aniiable, and yseful to the heart that 
understands and feels. 

I had been taught tp fix the highest 
value upon, aiid treat with the utmost 
care, th^ creative sex, which at the 
peril of life, conceals man in the ten- 
dere^t months of existence, cherishe? 
and guards him in infancy. It is alsp 
my wish^to venerate the pious sex, 
which bears him to the altar of God, 
while he is yet a child, and teaches him 
to imbibe, with the very dawning of 
reason, the love of a religion, which 
the cruel policy of men would injure. 
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and the rude hand of the infidel ma- 
liciously extirpate. 

In. ray marriage, I cheerfully said, 
let the pacific sex, which sheds no 
blood, walk by my side^^ rest upon, 
my arm, and possess an unrivalled 
place in my affections and esteem, as 
the most sympathizing companion, 
^hose touch ministers to the sick, and 
whose parental kiss has often healed 
the numerous w ounds of my infancy. 

*^ For contemplation he, and Talour forxn'd, 
" For softness she, and a weet attractive grace.'* 

" Shall I stretch forth my robust 
^-arm, to subdue iron and brass; by 
^ my side is placed one more dexterous, 
'^ and who should be more carefull^ 
'' employed in spinning, and adjusting* 
*' the fleece to my comfort and orha- 
" ment/' Shall i boast of my power 
and strength, let me remember the 
l^tering'hand of a tender female clothed 
these once fe^e limbs. Must I en- 
counter toils and gloomy carei^ abroad ? 
The good wifebimishes sorrow at home, 
by her works: fkait praise her in tte 
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jfale. ^' The heart of her husband 
doth safely trust ia her, so that he 
ehall have no need 6f spoil/* ^' for she 
will do him good, and not evil, all 
the days of her -life/' '^ Her husband 
is known virhen he sitteth among fhe 
Elders of the land,*' by his cheerful 
countenancfe, and decent apparel. ^'GiVfe 
her the fruit of her hands^ and let 
her own works praise her/' Her chil- 
dren rise up and call her blessed, and 
her husband also praiseth her.*' 

But my good wife became so rest- 
less, and had so many oddities, thdt 
I was compelled to think something 
possessed her soul and body. No medi- 
cal book that I cotild find touched upon 
the symptoms, so that I could define the 
perplexirig foe^ or procure a prescription^ 
to lay him in peace. 

*^ My soul felt, a strange comiaqtidp, 
'^ To hfr Aomost centre." . . . 

There was a time when I would not 
marry for fear of dxpence and poverty^ 
though on a moderate calculation, J 
ifound my rabbits, ducks^ geese^ horse 
>od chai9€b (if not a innglf hiint^)^cQst 
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more, than would keep a sober^ pru- 
dent, and industrious wife; and he must 
be undeserving the name of m^n, tha^ 
would prefer rabbits, ducks, geese, dogs, 
and horses to woman, who was made to 
be man's " helpmeet/* But now 1 found I 
had hit upon a woman possessed of 
something I had never heard of before. 
I never saw any thing like it. 

In the church the toe on the bass,, 
the muff, the fingers, the nose and the 
handkerchief, or the eyes twitched an^ 
snatched, so that I was afraid of griev- 
pus qonvulsions, whenever the minister 
talked about self-governmjent, or the 
proper discipline of the tongue, and 
the perfect subjection of our temper- 
to the will of a supreme Being^, 

I soon began to sep ,as we grew 
plder in^ wedlock, she haci but Tittle 
restraint abroad, and less at hoj^e^, 
for she was now married ^ and at*h6me- 
piy only. consolation vfas, ^he cpulA 
not be,>i?9rsje, if she hft4 fifty ^^^^ 
pan iou«), (puppies and moMkpy% to tease 
her. 

. I bffcamQ so grievou£iIy pipped; and 
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so hystericy;that 1 fancied I had caught 
the hifection, and was in the high- 
way to overtake my wife. 

^' My frame of nature vas a rufSed sea, 
** And my disease the tempest-** 

I imagined that my servants laughed 
at my oddities ; as 1 was sure somie 
kind visiitors did at my Lady. ^ I hung 
the room with mirrors, which immedi- 
ately inverted the whole order of the 
company, into an assembly of observers. 
I would freely have given the body 
and bones of Dr. Syntax's Griz55el, to 
have found out a name for the com- 

Elaint, that some physician might have 
een selected, to have hurried or 
charmed away the tormentor. For it 
seemed as it 1 was metamorphosed 
into a Ci^yi^ Cabaya, by putting the 
female first, and exactly following her 
steps. 

My wife replied, 1 exactly resembled 
that beautifql creature in two points, 
having a projecting and cold nez. 

It must be remembered, whoever 
laughed^ I was compelled to fret and 
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toil uBder the evil^ which in^ the %st 
stages was moderate^ but closely adher** 
ing as for its life aad safety where 
ever I we^t^ 

^ This flesh aqd this circliog blop^ji, with all thes^ 

bnital powers, 
^^ Made to obey^ tqm rebels to the mind^ npr heat 

its laws. 

In my wife the unhappy disorder 
had arisen to such an height^ that I 
began to think of the a^e^ and sym- 
pathised with her^ declanng that 1 had 
known what the ague was^ when I was 
a boy. Here a query arose ^ *' is not this 
the same evil changed a little in its 
form ? for ditches have so drained the 
land^ and fences keep it so wftrm^ that 
if the ague exist it must be in a new 
shape ;" for I perceived my good wife 
began with cold shivering^ which was 
succeeded by heat against me^ and" a 
sweat against somebody. Never shall 
I forget, 

^^ With what rapid change did her fancy roU^ . 
^ Xifee ti^ Tarring passiomi of the soul ! 
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'*^ Prompt ^ offend, she scarce gare die ofienc^^ 
^^ Ere her mind liabc ar'd with an innate sense 
***0f right atid' wrt>ng; not long, for nature still 
*^ Incapable of change, and fix'd in ill, - - 
<' Retnrns to her old habits ; for ne'er yet 
^< Could shitier to hissms a period set.** 

What with my wife's agitation, and 
my anxiety to find out the complaint, 
1 found it arise in n^yself until it became 
inflammatory. 

i Thus iwre impei5ceptibly pose and sunk 
in opposittoi^to each other ; so that no 
rwedded pair were ever assorted by the 
malice rot Hymen, with a more unhappy 
discordance of temper. But referring to 
Jier complaint, I found in innumerable 
teases she became intolerable, and often 
jCompeU^ me to exclaimi 

^ Ah I ivheii"v?iil tlMe tumlUtuous scenes be i;one»^* 

I could not reconcile my mind so muck 
as ti> consult the most confidential friend 
that iiad any wisdom, for I supposed he 
wouidaaywe were iniected with some 
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iiidiscribable malady ; and should such 
a report get abroad, we should be 
watched as two foreigners among the 
wild savages of Nprth America. But 
one day accidentally noticing two gen- 
tlemen in the library-room, one affirmed^ 
*' thev are first in every unhappy scrawl, 
and fast to get out of it.*" The other 
^^natched up a paper. One scratched 
bis head; the other seemed to have an 
universal itching come upon him. 

*^ When angry passions meet, 
AHve the fire they keep." 

My eyes were fiied, my *fars were open, 
and all my thoughts were at work; and 
my cogitations tiroubled me ; for thought 
I, this is like my wife. If I am patient 
perhaps by some faint I shall find out the 
complaint. Oiie of them soon rubbed 
his elbows ; this^ thought I, is a bad 
humbur^ a humoui* ^^ which is said to be 
occasioned by little animalcula in the 
skin. This humoUr in the head there* 
fore must be, <!K;casi6ned by a vermicu- 
lar animcilm the bmin, the brain ^ch.'* 



* I suppose referridg to our country. 
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1 fear 1 am not using a term that the- 
physicians will understand. When I 
turned to renew my attention for a far- 
ther discovery^ I found the gentlemen 
Were missing. There were some others 
Warmly debating over a Review. One 
seemed to begin with simple scratching, 
the other began to snarl, and a third 
was ready to bite. Recollecting that a 
sage divine said^ that '' Reviewers like 
a teunel of hounds ; snarl most whert 
there is the least flesh upon the bones :" 
I thought here is nothing to my point. 

Changing my ^tion^ my attention 
waj^ ^rr^sted by another group, whon^ 
like, the Athenians^ spent theur tim^ 
in .npt^ing el%^ but either to tell or 
hefir ^cw^ new thii\g. Ouq shruged 
hi^ ^hoidclers^ while 1 cqllQcted the ^en- 
tpnee^i 'f No doubt Government is mak* 
ing. . Sunday-Schools the means to col- 
lect <jhUdren, fof the Marine Society/* 
Anothear w)th a par!donal>l|e pride^ @aid 
Government is too wise, and has too 
mqcb of the B^bj^t*s,i/yelfere in view, 
to do any thing of the kind. Another 
pomt arose like a cork in water, to 
amuse for the moment, and to sink in 
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(urn by the touch of the finger. Have 

you heard of the election of J -. 

'' No, nor do I wish, for I cannot bear 
the name of a rotten borough • Why 
not, replied a third person, you will 
find the most disinterested elections in 
the boroughs, where the member is 
returned by a disinterested individual 
or two. When in a large town, the 
Banker may solicit the votes of the 
principal tradesmen, and they request 
their workmen to give the ' Banker 
their favours. Having settled this bu- 
siness, a vast number of little misde- 
meanors against the infallible rights 
of the people were named ; every im- 
propriety of a political nature was 
traced and imputed to Government, 
from sea to sea, and beyond the mighty 
deeps. Thus making Government om- 
nipresent, I began to think these mis- 
taken politicians, were like some ignorant 
professors of religion, who impute their 
own, and every evil, to the prince of 
darkness. May 

<^ Pftle enrfj slander, fraud and spite^ 
Retani and h|de) in caves of night." 

While I was rummaging my thoughts* 
n 
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1 peFceived one had become incoher- 
ent^ and nothing was heard but, " We 
shall have our property tax re-enact- 
ed, and our trade once more ruined : 
we shall have loans and expeditions^ 
bloody and barren victories, boast* 
ings and discontents, new uniforms 
and issues of depreciated paper. — 
We shall alieiiate 0II Ireland by our 
intc^rance, and provoke all America 
by our insolence ; and truckle to both, 
when it is too late to serve our pur- 
pose, we shall subsidize, and be be- 
trayed ; coalesce, and be deserted ; 
lose our character, by pursuing objepts 
of our own ; and be cheated out of 
. Oftir fair share of the advantage we 
have contributed to gain ; till after 
four or five years war, if we should 
be able to stand it so long, we shall 
have contracted two hundred millions 
of new debt, and shall find it abso- 
lutely .impassifele to go on.* 

Some said '' you are mad Sir." 
ThQi^h'l was s^iil at a loss, I did 



♦ l?h|s w^s a desponding view in the time 
of war, perhaps about the year 1814- 
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tafcjutterly despair of succeeding under 
Im iiuprcssioii, that our cojnplaint 
inu^t be more cotnnioii, than I ever 
dared to suppose. The thought struck 
ine, that as I had caught itj it nuist 
.exist in some fonu, and in some phtce 
before my wife had it. A few days 
afler^ 1 stepped in to see one of the 
inost precise and accompHshed ladies 
in our nei*;;hbotirhood. Unfortunately 
for my friend, but happy for me, there 
came a genteel person^ humbly pre- 
senting a charitable case ; the good 
lady snatched upon (he chair, wliich 
brought my wife to my recollection, 
'' My husband (good creature) is not at 
home Sir/' ** I wish he was Ma'am^ 1 
am sure he would kindly «tssist us/* 

We ought to do more for our own 
ministers; you church people are pro- 
vided for. '' Tfue Ma'am, your mi- 
nister is a most deserving man, and 
if you have not given so much as 
you ought, we present an opportunity 
to retrieve your loss of duty/' I saw 
her twist and shift about. The bene- 
volent man withdrew from mider the 
lowering cloud ; and I remained to 
bear and learn. '' Bless me/' said the 
i>2 
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lady^ '' I am astonished at the man, 
that he should fidge one to death.'* 
Putting things together^ by remember* 
ing a sentence of one of our digni- 
taries ; 1 got old of the technical term 
'' Fidgets,'' moving nimbly, uncouthly, 
to riggle/' I hastened away to fix. 
my discovery in black and white. 

But the moment I entered my habi- 
tation^ I saw and heard my wife had 
forgotten '' How. good and joyful it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity." 
For she could not adopt the golden 
isentence '' I have no greater joy than to 
hear that my children walk in the truth.'' 

^^ Souls made of pious hannony, we know. 
Cannot be strangers tp their work below.'' 

So far from every thing of this na- 
ture, ^' I began to think my family 
was like an ant-hill, where some carry 
corn, some their young, some go empty, 
all to and fro, a little heap of agi- 
tated dust/' 



Deep was the sigh, and keen the 
•an^, when I recollected my father's 
lOuse, so aptly expressed in ihe words 
oi a poet : 
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^^thete is a s^t of earth sii^remtly West, 
'^' A dearer, sweeter jip^t.than all the, rest ; 
^^, Wlere man, creation's tjraat caits asi^e 
^^ His sword and sceptre, pagantrjr and pride, 
• ^ 'While !«» his softened It>dcs benignly blend 
, ^^ The sire, the son, the bushand, falh^, IHeod : 
'*** Here woman reigns, the mother, da^ghter^ wife, 
** Strews with fresh flowers the narrow way of life, 
^' In the clear heaven of her delightful eye, ' 
^^ An angel guard of loyes and graces lie ; 
^^ Around her knees, domestic dnties meet, 
" And fire-side pleasures gambol at her feet." . 

1 was ifeady to hope I had secured 
this bliss^ but now 1 am compelled to 
exclaim 

" Where shall that place, that spot of earth be 

, found ? , 

t^^^ I'm man, a patriot too ! and look aroupd ; 
'' But canned find, howe'er my footsteps roam^ 
^^ That wife so kind, nf r that sweet spot my home. 

Though all without looks dark, and 
my lot preseTlts a forbidding aspect, 
yet I feel a coavdoCiosi that marriage 
is a duty, where there is a proba- 
bility of support ' Ajduty that ¥f^ pwe 
ta aaUire, to our HQU^iVf^ tQ P(M?ieQr, 
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and to the direction of our Maker. 
I lay down no certain and fixed rule 
for happiness on earthy or to judge 
^ith any precision of the happiness 
of others by any external cirPwistaQpes. 
Though I a^fsert it is an equal duty 
to marry oqly a yirtuous woman ; and 
for this purpose I ought to have availed 
myself of th^ counsel of the wise to 
direct my choice.. 

Admitting this principle, observe I 
have learnt, that if neither the man 
nor the woman has any more dis- 
cernment than to know where the 
church stands on the bridal day; if 
no genius, no taste, but they hare 
money, and that senseless thing must 

fo first, they must hobble after' it. 
'or what affection can they have for 
each other, what a stupid, insipid, 
useless life, when neither benevolence 
nor kindness can be feh or seen. 

<< CaU not that pair bless'd, 

Whose wisdom is not fo«nd»at home^" i 

I have noticed also that if the gen- 
tleman is going down the hill, when 
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the lady is coming np^ it is impossiblt* 
that they should be companions^ when 
the hill is between tliem. Or if one 
is passionate^ and the other revengeful, 
or both are passioiiat€j and neither 
have any forbearance, reproach^ bitter 
invecliveSj vipers will arise [^ ^^i* 

Still workiDg when they seem opprest^ 
A most. tenacious stubborn guest. 

I have observed also, when they 
choose each other, their is no strife 
for mastery ; because neither avarice, 
nor craft, nor parents have made the 
bargain while they stood by. 

" Happier she, who in lovers tranquil bow^r, 
^' Clasps the sweet prize of conquest, not the pow'r^ 
^^ Who while one gaze her charms to all prefers, 
^^ And one warm heart returns the warmth of hers, 
^^ They please but one and seek bat one to please.'^ 

I had been told, that nature has 
given us an index in the face of whsit 
IS within. Therefore it was my object 
to look at the sign before I made the 
bargain, or formed the coalition. My 
wife had not the lai^ tip, which is 
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fiaid \6 favour (lie tirohej nor had she 
the huge hanging under Hp, the ene- 
itiy of all order and neatness. But ^^I 
'* fancied a thin pair of lips making 
'' good joints, are usually wrought of 
" good stuft'j well tempered by naturCj 
*^ and honed to a razor's edge ;*" but 
I found to touch them was to be cut, 
and for my sake let every man who 
is about to marry observe this, and 

Exert his penetration's utmost force, 
And trace each passion to its proper source. 

For 

" Some persons with themselves so disagree, 
" Theyr'e fii*d to nothing, but uncertainty 5 
'^ Tliejr are so fickle that they cannot please, 
*^ With too much spirit e'er to be at ease, 
'^ With too much quickness ever to be taught, 
*^ With too much thinking to have common 
thought." 

Beside^ sucb was th^ jfruit of pas- 
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Kioii ill its first ImceSj that one of 
my younger childreii stood like a young 
rook in hot weather, with his month 
half open, his wings half extended, 
and so impregnated with the heat of 
the atmosphere, that like a rook he 
was incapable of defining a word. 

Terrific indeed was the day to peace 
and hope, when the cloud of the eye, 
the visible ciirl of the ,nose, the aw- 
ful storm of the brow in the morning, 
said all which the thunders of the. 
tongue could have uttered. 

Ah \ frail life, the peace of which 
One frail creatui^ can destrdy. 

I was alway concerned to have a 
wife with an inventive faculty, a few 
oddities 1 could overlook, as a few 
swells in honey ; but her inven- 
tion was to get over every thing 
for the present. So the stocking must 
be dragged to the extremity of the 
toe, and again re-placed under the 
sole of the foot, to lower and con- 
ceal the small but growing circle 
behind. 
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" And he, Vm sure, is doubly blest, 
*' Who of the worst can make the best, 
^^ To sit and sorrow and complain, 
^' Is adding folly to our pain." 

The other day I entered a house 
where the gossip was in its glory, and 
the poor baby began to cry. — Sweet 
cake was sucked, and wine was tuned 
into it, no twitching, no little means 
that the child could ufee, nor all the 
repulses nature could devise, could 
induce the gossip to take the little 
gufferer home for proper food, but 
any thing or nothing would and must 
do for the present. 

My good wife had the invention of 
taking up one thing and putting it 
immediate in the place of another, 
but afi she had neitn^ patience nor 
industry, nor thought to put them in 
their place again, every thing was 
compelled to do for the present. The 
clothes thrown in heaps, the spots, 
dust, or lint upon them, and when 
they are wanted they are lost, . on 
dirty, or broken for the present, or 
the "time is spent for the present in 
search of something she had in hec 
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hancis, but a few jninutes before. She 
walks about, calls aad inquires, '' Betty, 
what have you done with my shawl ?** a 
tlioLisand things htive their usual toss 
fur the present. Marching over the 
room ayaiii, '^ Marjory, have you been in 
tny roorn?" "No ma'am/* (you must 
you hnssy) ''have you seen my stiawl V* 
" \ have not been in the room ma'am." 
'' The shawl mui^t be somewhere, you 
nuist have seen it/' At length it is tlii*- 
covered (for in her attempt to throw 
it like dirt off her shoulders, some 
way and any how in the roomj) it acci- 
dentally hung behind, imd accompanied 
lier evi^r^ fitep with profound silence. 

,1 

^^ How different the ancient Matron^ 

To the modei;n Slattern." 

Again I ventured to call, '^ my dear 
we are waiting ! ! '* Well what have you 
done with my parasol ?** '' Nothing at 
all." '' But it must be somewhere." 
'' That I do not dispute," '' I cannot 
find it, and f cannot go without it." 
What must be done for the presenft ; will 
this do, thought I ; the loss'of this small 
portion of time appears trifliiig for the 
present. But slatterns incur such losses 
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every day, and the loss of such little 
scraps of time ruins our journey, and de* 
terinines many a man's fortune. 

A woman that loses half an hour in 
the iiiorniiifj to find the tinder-box, and 
half ail hour in the afternoon to find 
what she had misplaced the day before, 
and half ail hour m the evening in care- 
lessness or gossiping, has lost an hour 
ami a half in the day, and ten hours and 
a half in the week — how many in a 
montlij in a year. Suppose each hour 
is worth a penny ; this is losing a tenth 
part of our time, and a tenth part of my 
income. I began to see and feel it is 
the slut and sloven's way to ruin. I 
admit geateel people who have no 
afternoon have remedied in some degree 
one part of the evil.* The other day 



* The other day when Mr. Laytub, and Mr. 
WiseaU quarreUed over a bottle of wine, and 
. dueUed with the fist, the indictment for the 
assault was filed for the afternoon, but Mr. 
WiseaU brought in a shoal of most respectable 
witnesses, iaUy to prove that the assault could 
not possibly take place in the after;ioon, for it 
is morning until dinner, and afterwards etening. 
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I ordered the shoe-black to tie my strings' 
on one side of my shoes, lest they should 
stray like the parasof, but for the pre- 
sent, slipping on my shoes to walk in the 
garden, I trod upon one trailing string 
with the other foot, tore my shoe, broke 
ray nose, sprained my wrist, cut my 
hand, by falling upon the frozen earthy 
and for the present had to plaister ; 
but the string certainly was secure^ 
and what was unconceivably more pain- 
ful than my fall, 1 saw that I could not 
thrive for want of care, order, and 
method. Tho' I do not bldme my wife 
in this painful affair, yet I may, exclaim, 
'' How thick my woes increase !" 

It was no small part of my trouble 
to live under a daily conviction, tliat a 
neat wife does business quick, and 
thoroughly keeps things in order, with- 
out half the labour that a slattern em- 
ploys, whose inventive faculty is forever 
employed to put things out of order. 
So th?it if the shoes are used^ they are 
directly made clean, if wet, dried, pre- 
pared for use, put in their place, and 
when they are wanted, they are ready. 

But dirty shoes and kettles, thrown 
into a dark damp corner^ mouldy or are 

£ 
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U«€t fpi^use wb^ th^y^^fe yeafited; or 
tKey 0ai^^cft ,be fomitl. ^* John, wbat 
did; you ^o Mfitfc m^ ifvall^jti^- slw>es//: ./. 
J^\i^tli$^d^ ihem Sir, rJlmfei hftd ihern 
la^tV: " Rysgel, 4i4y9Utake royj^hoe^?'* 
*fX^gir,r f' let me haYeJt,heBtiJ' '^They 
a^^ I dirty ajni^ jnpuldy Sirjr' it will tal^ 
h^fr .an houi: toij^ry and <ii\^0A\ . thc^Ta..." 
WjfiatJ there feljiit a.*Qu%Fter:0f an hour 
ai^djl cau$t .be ^t the ;§j^cha^ge^ or iiiiss 
a\gp|CKl. jbargpiii> .fprfeitj^iiy woit't), and; 
If^ej H&y hQmiur } Spi joij; p^e/jin^ 1: ifeplt 
boW; things > do fprj, . thj^, ^pre&^nt-^hei 
cow^p^n y i wa i^? for < me| ♦ J i JJf^^ fwlg^d - < 
lyski yai^.ijO rscold^ for they >vi)il only i 
retort/ the lady of your choice, ^ys.ervwy 
day^ things %vill do for the present. 
Atast^'^Alas! wRerfei iViir rriy soi^roWs 
ehd!-^Th^*ram ^iH come^ b^fdffe I cart ^ 
sitfrt. To buy a:riotW^r pair of jshoes Y6V| 
the^ipreserit; UHere is not ttuijei .^'id if' 
there *i*aii ' it \ibUid pnly^be to have two * 
pair dir^j^aWd 'tebuTdy m place of oiidf 
for ilie^p^eseiW? NbW if I proposed aiiy 
r^f6rtfi^ttcHi»*«<JaiHstmiis; dr the begih-'' 
in'gi^i)f.ll¥*jikey^''yfeaV, «6 riumb^'the cup*' 
Hd^#d^ *aml ^te^dy, arid prhit the name^ 
of th<5 ^u>ti*les' iipoiilhe doors in letters^ 
S^?4rfe^ <JijT)j pyef^..pnd,each fofrfeitfbr* 
Uie'jFj^SQjjtr^jL^c^^ my , 



Wifey away ivith youi^ |li^ogEelcts^^Ibt ^^ 
an. in my own wky, for 1 cannot da in 
any other^ and J am sare it wilt do for 
tho^l^resent ; 

. . ' - Alas. ! mjui eft projects in riin 1 ^ * . ! 

. Andxiiy trouble is to see tlie whole 
hou§e:Qg'HUist me. They cry put oflj 
a^way with reformation, and so says the 

-sinner. I co^ifess it tries my spirits to the 
utmdst, when Isee w^ are to brew and 
^ash/^nd "have company in one week^ 
'^ to fetch coak in seed time or in har- 
'' vest, and to be:thrashing old grain, to 
" make room for aewji oh merely, to JcHl 
"the rate and mice, wbea we>sfaK)uld be 
"i^ejirping; to^tofi<oii: a Jouroey;»wheiiit 
" isabputlinve to prepare fop jeturoing/' 

.1 cannot think >\jbo. leaped to inveottbe 
galling sentence, it wilLdofwthejirj^^ent. 
Surely the inventor had forgot that 

t / 

Many acrid drops make a calamitous flood. 

"* * ' ■ < * 

The inve»tor would certainly have 
done less injury to Britain, if he had 
left it to sit astride the Alps. Eor my 
children up with one doll, and down 
with another, one naked and another 
... . Eft ■"-.. .. 
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dressed' fot thie present ; just a^ my wife 
shuffles on her shoes for the present, or 
the Wrong petticoat uf^ermost, and her 
hair dishevelled for the present. Or for 
the present Russel must run for a wash- 
tray, Marjery for a mash, and John for 
scales to weigh sugar or fruit. Thus for 

' the present wearing other people's uten- 
sils^ losing the time of our servants by a 

' gossip on the way, or at the end of the 
journey ; and neglecting to encourage 

^ tradesmen until our servants bring a 
message from the proprietor, that we 
had better keep the scales, for we are 

' sure to want them first. But then for 

-the present, if there was a shower of 
these necessaries; we cannot keep a 
compleat set of them clean and dry, that 
no time . may be lost, nor can we keep 
them in their places, that we may 
readily find them. 

^^ All belpw is Abort li?ed ease^ or tiresome pain.*' 

To-day I drew on a pair of stockings, 
one black and the other brown, I soon 
perceived that the mending began was 
not finished, therefore, the first half of 
the work was totally lost, for the want 
. of the last ; nay, tne whole was made 
worse : larger and wider for the present. 
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• What can I do ? If the inventor of 
it xaUtdofor the present, was astrtde the 
highest weathercock in Britain^ Jie might 
be safely taken down, but I am afraid 
I never shall be rid of this tonnenfor. 
To turn away all my scnants would be 
to bring a new class under the same 
discipline to their ruin. Sometimes I 
could almost wish for my sake^ the old 
British rule was renewed, to give up alt 
our wives at an appointed period, and. 
husibands blindfold to take the fii-st 
|em4? h^ Hi^t, with , „ - ,,^ 

I found the evils of life vary, <br-say 
and think what I eouM, many e^ls 
infested my private life; as sornetifues 
I was the perfect slave to servants, with 
Vf hom 1 had trusted my afFair$ ; . at other 
t tiii^es I >vasleft in continua) anxiety by the 
.' caprice of my own, and espe<^ially of my 
wife's rich relations, whom for my life I 
couid not please, and daref^^not'O^ffend. 
And as old Moore's Almanack for^Jls 
daily changes, so I found my wife some* 
times imperious, then equally per- 
vers^l SonietimeiM Thoped so many and 
such^ frequent cha^iges 'iv ouW ' I^ad her 
to stumble upon somethirig" godd; 
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But I found she was 

^ Stiff In opiaioD, mostly in the wron^, 
Be eTerjr tblng bjr starts, but nothing long.** 

As it is always more easy to do evil 
than good^ so the wisdom or virtue of 
one can very rarely make many happy, 
and the folly and vice of one cati make 
man^ miserable. Here again I stopped 
to think ; for a man that is run hard must 
have is winding-place. — Now I thought 
the felly of woman kind is the cause of 
general qcmiplaint. But then have I no 
follies of my Qwn ? yes, oh yes ! far too 
many ; and experience sajrs what can 
he expected out disappointment and 
keen repentance, from a choice made in 
the immaturity ctf youth, or the perverse- 
ness of age, in the ardour of desire, 
without jud^ent, without fore^ght, 
without inquiry, at least, for some de- 
gree of contormity of opinions, similarity 
of manners, rectitude of judgment, or 
purity of sentiment. 

Here was the perplexing riddle; vice, 
s^nd mental uneasiness shorten human 
life : and I am persuaded moral affec- 
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tions are of such extensive influence 
with respect to maii^ that there is not 
one evil in the whole catalogue of dis- 
eases^ but what owes its origin, or de- 
rives affecting advantages from thein. 
But then how is it that the man who lost 
his wives in rapid succession, shotdd 
account for the protracted continuance 
of a neighbour *is wife on the ground of 
perpetual irritation. I pleased my wives 
to excess in every things and contradicted 
them in nothing, and tliey soon expired^ 
for woman (said he) cannot live without 
scoldings but you cross and tease your 
wife, and irritability prolongs female 
existence, says the Rambler. ♦ 

As it must be admitted that all men 
and women have their faults, I shall feel 
happy if these lines should be a caution 
to any person while they are innocent, 
it may happily prevent the shame and 
pain, if not anguish, of being reproved, 
or upbraided, after they are guilty. 



My wife never cai*ed for that part of 
happiness which depends upon the 
good opinions and actions of others ; 
therefore she never sought, the good 
will of any whom she ought to e^teem^ 
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however hig;h their station in life, or val- 
uable their connections and character ; 
with an air of indifference, she seemed 
to eai rv the fT07.cn zone into the most 
cheerful society, and when she dis- 
covered any partiality, she always took 
care tlmtthis favour was at the cxpence 
of some one I regaided, if not of myself. 
She ft as far ftoui being sih^it^ but slie 
could speak >vcll of no one, and always 
spake ill of the absent ; her faults she 
fret^ly confessed^ but then she rrjoiccd 
that such a confcsssion fully proved 
she was no hypocrite. The failings of 
her best friends she would relate to their 
dearest connections^ until their vir- 
tues could scarcely secure them a place 
in their esteem. 

. , ■ i 

Ah! ruthless toDgue, 

To do thy neighbour wrong*,. 

Punctual^iis the day^ in sli|^htiilg the 
calls of civilities^ always omitted to re- 
turn a visit, except when most iufctenve- 
. Hient to- her friend, or to myself. J^j^ompt 
at resenting every degree of negligence 
1 towards ' herself^ but she could never 
form any: idea c^ iiifi¥mities/in'<>tfte/s; 
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much less stop to consider the difference 
between an accidental and an intended 
affront. To weak people she knew how 
to practice flattery^ to some others she 
* was lavishing in her professions of 
friendship^ thouffh they began and ended 
with the breath that attended them. 
Nor could 1 possibly lead her to refrain 
from this faulty and guard against the 
ill effects of it in others. She was al- 
ways pleased when commended to her 
fece, nor would she suspect such en- 
deavours to gain confidence, as the way 
that ends in treachery. She would not 
believe that whoever makes professions 
of friendship, which are not merited, is 
an hypocrite ; her own vanity led her 
therefore to uncommon and excessive 
instances of folly. She was continually 
trusted with the secrets of others, which 
was a daily enemy to ourpeace, and a 
snare to her good name. They who told 
her the secret, told it to ten more, and 
soon the secret is betrayed ; and then 
this breach of faith is denied by the 
guilty, and rolled from one to another, 
like a snow-ball that gets larger and 
blacker, until the original colour is lost, 
and the innocent is grievously suspected. 
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Ah! the lovely toy ^o p^rc^l^ Mou^lktj .. 
JIqs lost its charm, by pX9yitSS Qougbt^ 

What could I do' in the business? (or 
niy wife would follow me from noop^, |o 
room, raakiVg nie hqar the. uuwejcome 
news. So that from i^y heart 1 lippop, 
and often prayed^ tl»ajtlLpjght jb^^e jao 
secret3 ; that I might dp: qpt);]aag, that 
if known. Would \y9und my repuitation, 
or fill mv bosoip. with sliam^. and re- 
mo^-se. . To lie at the rperpy of ajccident, 
to be obliged constantly to w^itch ov^r 
my words and acjtions, " lps.t what I 
wished to hide should be discovered, I 
found wa^ the life of a slave ; fuU of fe^r^ 
suspicion^ . mi:^ iety^.. and .dvead* ;., 

.My harp neglected , in ^espairj, . 
And silent on the willow hungv -> 

Another rnisfortune^ piy w^ife was al- 
ways eager to relate the^circumstances 
of her quarrel with me, in order to jus- 
tify her, conduct, and condemn mine, 
until all seemed impressed with the idea 
tlia,t she liyed under a preyailing con- 
sciousness that others would condemn 
her. Her behaviour at home placed her 
on a level with hi^r servants ; otherwise 
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sfadtvieatedthecn so llauglitilyi or looked 
npomhem with such conleinpt, itbat Ueiv 
commanding air, and pereii>ptO(iy tpneso' 
effectually lost the superiority of her 
sitMa^tioo^, that shei becaifte d.e^pisad.by 
th;Qse wh<?^ otherwise iftightiJjyave Fjegjar<J-. 
ed .biei* > with ;resp^t' . md) es^^fepi j sKmk ; 
icy dbilie^tic ^ffaiir?^ w^f;^ ;i a. ; ^s deplOrar . 
Weia: ^t^-te, as ijf i bidj iq)st thej mistress 
of.n^y hrtusQ.f SJife watdie4 tb^ir, trivial 
aptions as a spy>;,a944thet^» tr^uWed me 
with eve^jf.Uttie.TO^dewfteaJiorifwhijCh fell* 
undfcr feer obseryatiphi »vf itl^^ 4he . appa^ 
reflit pleasure of a i^etty infprtti^r.^; v i 

As where love and pity inflame the soul, 

. Sp I wa,s pf|;,;pcM^ained to sp^ak^ 
bu^if .r.gaye.nry t^yice in ^uy things 
1 Wia^^auveiq .ipe^t with perjt^iself-s^/fi- 
ciei^t; reptiijes ^p thje oneJ^nd, .^d on i|ig. 
otb^r sullen loot^s aii4 4vi^b resenl^ent^. , 
Ihaye 3jBei^ witji^nef ^jd oai^tiou;.eYeFy 
te^d^r ipojiient 3p^ch?ed, , t9;p)rg^ a r^- 
qn^t 5f h(J ^vf est ?t precise . fyoja^ the. 
generous w^akries?;of uag^uar^qd affecr.i 
tion^ Pooi^creatuv^, h^f y^a^jand^- 
poi'tunity of doipg s|,pd obtaiaing^qody 
tle4 like vaiu^ wi^es^ uijUU ,!$©». the 
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visions of imagination ; the possibility 
of reformation^ and temporal advan- 
tage vanished. 

To continue the narrative of my. trou- 
bles ; we changed our neighbourhood, 
and our place of worship, but a change 
of place is no natural cause of the in- 
crease of piety, for I found it inevitably 
produces dissipation of mind. It is true 
we conversed upon the subject, and 
thought our bein^ transplanted to a 
new soil, was beginning life anew, but 
this was vain, as the state of my family 
will shew. 

My wife, I always hoped, would be the 
friend, mother, and master of her little 
girls, butherel had trouble enough. For 
sometimes she was so fond and indul* 
^ent, nothing was good enough for the 
darling; she might pout and strike, kick 
over her stool, dance the cups and 
glasses about like parched peas, and 
turn up her nose in scorn, and perhaps 
she would say, Emmy, my Emmy, my 
love, how you behave ; that is not 
pretty. I shall not love you for all that ! 
At another time, if the child only sat 
crossed legged to »ipport her doll, while 
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adjusting its pelisse, or in att^mptiiig 
to drink, happened to slabber a single 
<lrop, she flies at the child, ready to un- 
joint, or jostle the poor creature into a 
«yllabub. 

At one time she appears the weak silly 
dupe of the child, when I naust not say a 
word ; in the second case she appears 
strong as Hercules, with war on her brow,, 
and order in her eye ; to say a word, is to 
hazard my ears at a snap. If I look 
straightforward^ and maintain an un- 
ruffled face, '' yes, and you too^ 1 can 
see your looks, bless me if they were all 
boys, I suppose you would manage 
them ; they are girls, and I will do as I 
please with them/; Though 1 kept silent 
a^ for my life, it was no Iqss the trouble 
of my heart to see a child struck in a 
passion, or punished for a mere acci- 
dentj and yet seldom or never correctiecj 
for obstinate or wilful disobedience. If 
indeed the child happened to be cor- 
rected at a right time, yet it is only a blow 
or two, to raise anger and increase its 
wilful obstinacy, not to conquer the tem- 
per, andbring it into submission ; when 
if the rod was applied, (not the heavy 
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fistj to create smart until the mind 
bends^ and softens into humble sup- 
plication^ believe me, the child \vill 
rarely wrint a second correction^ if the 
parent's conduct is exemplary. But if 
they threaten to correct, yet do not, and 
ivbat is worse still, if they threaten to 
kill the child^ if the child lias reason to 
believe them^ it is not likely tliey can be 
corrected a second time, b|it if tbey 
threatefi, and never perforn), who is to 
believe ^em ? I drop this hint to the 
rpmler^ rather than to my wife, lest over 
my yrey hJMrs 

^^ The mighty arm terrific seem uprais'il , 
^^ And dire appear the all destructive blowJ^ 

I therefore conclude, that oue, cor* 
rection should not merely make fvay .for 
another, it should not be in passion, 
for these two join to hardeu the;Cl^ild, 
We never should punish the cdild^ but 
\vheh it is guilty and deserving, arfd then 
we should try by argunieiks, expostula: 
tions, and with smarting stripes, t9 
inake the mmishment enectual, huift-* 
bling, not teasing.. 

*^ No one when he has suffered the 
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Jaiw 9llot4fl be told of it : but it js one 
of iiw troubles to «see n\y little girls 
struck for accidental mischief; or for 
what they do ignorantly or in good 
humour, and are not conscious that they 
have done wron^ 4 tliey are grieved 8^ 
firsts but if such punishments be fre>- 
quent^ they excite indignation, and the 
children beconie angry with their parent, 
considering her cruel. Certainly it is 
very unkiiw to treat children as mere 
animals; and corrections under tiiese 
(Circumstances ^ dbi more hurt tbaa 
good* 

Some time*»ince, *alliDg upon an in- 
timate friend, 1 'was jpressea to take 
my scat at the table. The company no 
•sooner had received what was inost ca"1- 
ctrlated to engage theeye, and gratify thb 
appetite, than a little i^ripfing entered 
the room, rushing by this tvaiter, pkted 
his cliin upon the border of the table, 
and said, *' Mamma, wHathaveybu ffot?" 
*' Dinner my darlmg," "Oh," ^'wilT you 
take your chair arid sit by Mamma ?^* 
^' No/* '^ Come my dear, this gentle- 
man will make room for you my dar- 
ling." (Yes Mtt'am, 1 thought and all 

f2 
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his consequence too if I canj bat li^ 
answered '' I do'ntcare." ^ Theophi- 
lus, said the Father, be a good boy, 
und don't make that shuffling about the 
room/' '' I wo'nt," The father sprung 
up, a cloud of dust arose ; bless me, said 
the mother, I have such a servant this 
year, fhe caipet is never half dusted, 
though it was laid down but yesterday. 
What with the inteijection and the dust, 
we had lost sight of Mr. Theophilus, 
until we heard his capers in the adjoin- 
ing room. The father arose again, and 
opened the door; come, come, TheOp. 
come in, and you shall have a chair 
by Mamma, and what you please, 
if ypu will be a goo<] boy when gentle* 
men and ladies are here ; Theophilus 
marched iu without a tear of regret, at 
once he had conquered two older and 
much larger than himself, and now 
he stood upon ri»ng ground, and ex- 
pected bis parents to be on terms with 
him. "Beagoodboy, Theop." 'TU not' 
The mamnia addressed the company 
apoligizing for her little master, by as- 
suring us be had a teasing humour, (I 
suppose called the tanterams,) which she 
said might be seen by the rash upon him, 
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ehbugh t0 -make the very h^t ^bild 
pettish. ' CJonTictioa \^hii6peired> 

So custom sheds her fevef o'er tlie mind. 
And lipping kills the buds of rirtue, ere 
Their opening petals calch the dewj pearl, 
Or kiss the genial r^y. *Tis custom that 
Copsigos the mind to Bever- onding gloom ; 
To clao^ perpetqal, the slavish chalm : j 

To bear the iaittlts of knocl^ \\\)eTiy^ : ,[1 

Of prhrifege, of xbildlsh kiog like ponr^r^ ./ , 
His fatiire bondage,: and nvoire .firm) j fix ; • j 
The galling fetters of per iperted- ;miflds« i. ..jI 
Im9gin*d expectation Ks^ning waitft : '*' .' 

Bat silence reigning sftili proyoke» the ^be, - 
To tell the fearfUl tale. Whafs custom then? 
'Tis folly's bantling, and caprice it Sire. 

In this child 

Its custom to recoil, and rengeful sweep 
With it^ diestructive besom, every hope ! 
^^ Whatever is, is fighty the poet sang. 
And custom's tdi|f<^teB can urge the plea, 
Tho' her poisonous .bane cpqt%mipates ike sou}^ 

Though I nev(^ oould pqr^u^e^ ijpy- 
aeif that I was ft ; pt^ti^iuli$(i^ ^iVf^L .^^ 
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orator^ a mat^maticiafl, ^pr j^ysiciau ; 
yet I thought the , slight lerup^ions ujppQ 
the face roight be the elffect of heat, or 
sweetjaiedleys, , and of no consequence 
compared with the dreadful ebullitions 
from within. I was persuaded one 
^ood prescription, properly applied, and 
followed with parental consistency, 
would scarcely need the slightest rep^^ 
tition. 1 could not repel the thought, 
that the ugliness of the chikl; in alj^nost 
every case is to be imput&d to the nurse, 
preceptor, or parent; they kindle de- 
lorming prejudices and he^a-strong pas- 
sions which vex and <}^fo*'roj ^^^ to 
authorize, a fauU, is to countenance vice, 
the parent of deformity. The aboye^case 
also left an impression, that it requires 
double care where there are but three 
in family, lest there should be as many 
fools. How few have thought that the 
irradiations of being internally good, 
gentle, comjpassionate; sensible and be- 
neficieiit, diffuse themselves over our 
features and actidns. I cannot shake 
off this sentiment, founded on convic- 
tion, that many have given their childnen 
scripture names^ who have virtually train- 
- fed thfetri to be infidels: i d^dcemy con- 
' dlaiiioafrt)m coUateiral intttter; dlfsd j udge 
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by actions^ and by apparent premie^ ;: 
wkere the father, and mother have se- 
lected a scripture name for a child, as 
directly opposed to its real character, as 
the names chosen by patriarchs^ pro- 
phets. Bind siders were appropriate, tbe 
inappropriate choice of the former 
savours of conseqnence ; the. exabt 
adaptation of names to character in 
the latter instance, wisdom from above : 
imqihration ! 

Enodgh if onward, as I urge my way, 
I merely catph the passing Tiew. 

By observing, if my chiH wants » 
bunch of raisiiis, il is governed by ap- 
petite, not by rca&son ; the mother i^ajs. 
you must not have it, but tticn she i^ays 
it with such a simple nnincanin{f toiia 
of voice, that makes no impression oi* 
the child, the child cries for the raisins, 
the mother is angry, and says you shall 
not have tlieni ; the child bellows and per- 
haps strikes her little sister, or throw* 
down a glass, or pFay things in anger^ 
untilthey are all unreasonable about the 
raisins : at last the parent is tired with 
the noisej. aadto appease the little con- 
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quei*or> gives ther tbe raisas in anger. 
The child is master; the mother has 
lost the IKtle authority she had oterlhie 
cktid ; aad when the* child has been 
master a fevr^moiuhs^vvfao shall bceakdr 
bend its will f Before the child* 'Was 
master, a k>ok or oommand might 
do AS much as a thousand lashes 
now*. . » . : 

•i «» * . . 

My Emmy begins to form ideas^ aaad 
therefore she notices how her mother 
speaks^ rather than what shp sa^ST for 
I pprreive she notices my eye when 
tulkiu^' to her al(Hie ; and she iseem* to 
read what aiitl liow nincli I mean. If I 
*s|>eak aiKl look another way, the child 
pays little regard ; but if I loolc with 
the eye, aud speak with the emphasis 
of aflbctlooate command^ the child 
seems impressed^ and seldom ventures tu 
disobey. 

In ine mother 1 see tib steady uniform 

^ authority of this kind^ wliieh never 

* varies trom its purpose^ which never 

gives way to the caprice or appetite of 

a child J which carries every command 

into effect J and prevents the necessity 
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of a rod. But my wife throws away her 
own atrthiDrity, and becomes the slave of 
the child. — &> the child grows up until 
the parent and the child cast all the 
blame upon any body bttt themselves. 

If I looked back I chastened myself 
for my foolii^ choice. If i reviewed 
oUr years of marriage^ they were a 
mixed cup, mingled with many mercies 
of providence, but the: bitter ingredi- 
ents of our own tempers^always appeared 
at the bottom, and their baneful effects 
at the top. I became like a man habi- 
tually afraid of something I could not 
defitie. All around a chiUing and cruel 
atmosphere; befcause perplexing thoughts 
were hatched, and broods of evils pre- 
paring to infest the remainder of my life. 
Sometimes I checked myself, and like 
theisuspicioUs, sat at ease by a lamp, and 
wondered at the dread which harrassed 
me in the dark ; yet the moment my 
lamp was extinguished^ I felt again the 
terrors, which led me to exclnim^ 

How hard my iot, how sad my fate ; 
What shall I do to^ mend my state ? 

/ Tbe seasoiis of the year, and 4he 
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operati<)ins of ProY idence^ * nl|)ve bn mtbr 
out delay> performlag their work in 
season. But it is inipossible-for me to 
prevail with my wife, to have any thipg 
don^in sesscm, for she generally Awits 
till the hour is past, and then she be- 
comes impatienft. ' If sliie is affl|c|ed| or 
in ihie l^a$t pain, and the 4octor e3a!ee(Js 
;his time one half hour, h^;dis^rder be- 
-comes viotent, she, is ^ceedingly irri- 
il^ti^y and ten to one but the doctor 
ioses hei favour. 

Therefore, they are botli of one opinion 
that tio time is like the right time, when 
self) is atstuke.* I wanti^ a*, little u^h 
doing at my shirty but when m h^eidib, 
sl^ ^ad another job to do. first, she 
could'do what I wasnted M^ any titne^ but 
f0i* Svant of ten or fifteen minutes 
wm% ttrtd a 4ispo8iHfH\ ito 'do ,¥fi^t 
.yists neaegsarjy, Iwoi )ho*r§ layout,, wms 
ci^ated. ' ; ' ; . 

Sometimes she swms ihcUne^ far *be 
moment to do every thing, then she begins 
many thingis, bu*t finishte^ iiofhtrtgi If in 
the midst of. her bli^iley : some old friend, 
from a distance, steps in, then she re- 
jidvesio put op her work Jn order, iad in 
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^ iTlQment, to put on her clothes^. 'whi<*h 
befoi^ seemed to be rained upon 
her ; fpr I hey hung upon her as if (hey 
were never formed to bctriends. BiituUisjl 
«he has not time to pin her gown, she is 
hurried to death, and now it is obtain 
another lime will do to remedy the evil, 
for she carmot possibly rectify it at this 
instant, though she fidges from room to 
room. The loss of time becomes the 
mother of a thousand apoligies, which 
flow from her lips. '' Ble^ me„: you 
have caught me this time, I used to be 
as nea^ ^ any body^ now I ihi^ve to 
bustle tbi^ough thicK and tfein.; but 
tjiere is;9. great difference i\^ husbawds, 

^ou are fortunate in a good pne that will 
elpyou, you always appear tidy, and 
Jfow can. go any where tog^tber> rbuib my 
lusband is a popr noodle^, and always 
ready tp start first, and lisis np; cpn^pas- 
sion upon me. Though ; the^ tailor can 
fit hi& awkward shoulders,; better! than 
the ^oa^uamaker can fit. n^y stiiaight 
ba^ek. .Besides, my servant that). should 
forward jHiq, says ;,e very thing. >vHl do 
fortor.dj^, SO; you e^e we are alUftdirt 
and cjust.'?. , : 

Whoi t^f^ wUi veoture to, ddclftfe .^ ' 
' . . Tbft|/ >n|an'« , miatttled sonrow'is b^lr f - 
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Oiir friend is stuffed with apoligies^ and 
the cloud of dust serves to escape almost 
unseen ; for depend upon it my wife is 
so much in the habit of putting off' the 
proper time, that she has no time, 
except to ill time every thing. 

Deluded souls ! that sacrifice 
Most precious time below the skies« 

The other day when we made an 
engagement to go by the mail to see a 
friend in the morning, to prevent 
all unnecessary bustle and confu- 
sion at an early period, 1 dared to 
assemble and adjust my wife's apparfel, 
after she had laid herself down, ven- 
turing to request her attention bfefore 
sleep to the order of things in the morn* 
ing : but alas ! in the morning the can- 
dle went out, no servants nor 'myself 
could be of any use, for she was so ac- 
customed to a room strewed with clothes, 
that order to her seemed the grea:test 
tumult. Confusion and scolding^ began 
the day J and circumstances furnished 
her with a lon^ apology to the gentle- 
men in the mail, tor keeping them wait- 
ing two minutes^ when we were ''up 



I wibhetl with all. (¥iy heutji that tbcs 
coi](ipany wouki cooduct me ,^§r8 
gpq>(Hi head-pieces were to be ^|Ky^d 
0f. A gentlemait congratulated me 
oti th^ seasonable enquiry^, for he h^d 
^ooje first rate carefully packed i 1 meant 
for my wife ; so did he j but yet. we 
meant two things as different as-brainsi 
aad a hea4-piece wrought by twisted 
thread, nimble fingers^ and gingling 
bobii9s«. I thought proper to turn the 
convers^ipn Aut^ another chapr^el^, ibr 
it is 4, ino$t iinh^ppystation^ to be bQi(^e4 
in a corner, unoJble to, escape ones op- 
ponent:, and. fearful o^ ottering a woid, 
when the toes are twn?|)lec| upon^ and 
the character is lowered; JBut I was the 
troubliad husband a4 the enfl of the 
9tA^e, fof n^y wife bad, tU^ discernjrnent 
to read wbat our compan^pn m^i)t by 
be^ntifML well wrojighti and:ridi h^^ad 
pieqes ; . th^ shew .«uist tajip pla^e*. w4 
1 wf^ QompeUed tp pay sinavt^ foi' niy 
jpkes, It is hop^d the reader w^U re-* 
Ui€>i3iber ^ithat a : qqinplicated sentence 
inay <»eat^. ^ ^ dftuble expence^ oi 
Jbougbti wprdsf,: and money. 
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I put down in my memory the propri* 
tty of giving my son the following* coun- 
sel whcfi I retured from my journey. 
" European^ never place yom* confi- 
ilcnce ill the person who seiect« the 
strongest side ; never put your trust iti 
one who will sacrifice almost any 
thinj to appearance, because some- 
times ihey may sacrifice every thing. — 
Just so, «on, I have felt for ^11 my 
peace and comfort ; and the happiness 
'of my family was extirpated to make 
Toom for rancour/* i saw the tear of 
filial sympathy roll, and 1 heard the 
sigh that ratified the truth, and respond-' 
ed with ray own feelings, as we parted 
to pursue our avocatioRs. 

Every fodder faM four sides, thou^ 
the knowing may dispute this> my wife 
and I were ul ways OH the opposite sid?, 
upon the first stave of retort ; and when 
I noped my round was rising in forbear- 
ance and patience, 1 found hers rise as, 
fast in (he opposite. Sometimes i 
hoped I was rismg in that grace which 
my wife and the world most despise. 
Nor could I. but anticipate the thought 
that as she rose higher on the opposite 
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Bide, sb^ would be blessed whh a con^ 
victiott that for once she was on the 
wrong side. However her name, rose 
so high in my house^ and in the whole 
town^ that she might say and do what, 
she pleased; for it became public 
opinion^ that it was best not to contrar 
diet her. 

I long'd to -«ee her cast the chains awaj. 
That held her wretched soul a slaT^« 

The teasing anxiety I felt, exceeds 
the power of words to describe ; for how 
exquisite the pahi, to be tormented 
between two extremes ; that is whether 
I should make a bold, a determined 
3tand again^ my wife, or whether I 
should let her disturb otheris, atid harrass 
myself, without restraint. I supposed 
it my duty to confiffe niy mastiff 
rather than let him follow his inclination 
to injure any person. But to put an 
absolute restraint upon one, who iiad 
a tongue to plead (that was her 
disposition) in extenuation of the whole 
mass of evil she created ; to put an 
unqualiiied restraint upon a rational 
f reature, governed by a disposition so 

^ 2 



Hfiiuoec^imtfKbtej * pi^ensity far ■ destnio^ 
«ion ; tttf^ef(t>re kst tk«>tiopulbce shouM 
lay>^eir hand uf^on^ifae^reat tnortak* ifi 
St. <Jacne^^ jMifk, Cbevanx de friii 
are filled ; liec»u«e the moment, rud^ 
hands >totidi^ they vriU deface ^bere 
they cannot destroy: the mutilated 
state of a mile-stone or of an unguarded 
stat^ue, testifies that the common people 
are di^obed to lev^l iiU that is ^bpve 
them. . ^ 

. ^^ Thas some unlieedmg Eenscloss VigKt, .. 
Who to for learttm^ owes a spite^ 
J^''*"^ letter from the post defac'c^, , , j 

Which onre its sereral painters ^rac'd. j 
The maugled post that long has £tooid 
• ^Q :ittiiii|onBiiag pjece. ot nopd ; ^ 

. . , JJkf, .oth^r gaide?) . at so^e .f6lk& say^, . . 

: ,Wba netiher kad, jior tall tbt.vay," 

♦ •«,.. . ■ .' »'['.-. ^ '■' , i . 

; T^o lay a jiositjve testraintupori *H 
c6mpattlon,[' a "wif*, * whoi^e ert^ging 
iRarms^* sHotlld ^abstract from' "my 
iftind' every other eafthl;^ oHJt^ct, as 
poss^ang the eentre of^nU/e*affhlj^ 
hopeis and cdmposdre/ was triore than 
r eotiW^ bear.' <Mr is H n dtJtyto' pftl 
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an unlimitetl restraint upon my feel- 
ings ; for 1 have observed tLat few 
men err when judgment governs, though 
feelings Iiurry multitudes with merciless 
bunds itito the tide of sorrow ; while a 
bad dispasaition is a tyrant to happiness, 
and the source of censure in the sight of 
hi[n^ whose ijoodness and love combine 
to sway our hearts in sweet controul. 

Whose grftce, in secret chAiny my "word suspends^. 
And in » calm my settling temper ends. 

As we were travelling through a 
eonsiderable town in the nortli of 
Britain^ I desired the driver to take us to 
the npost reputed inn ; the dunce of 
a chaise-boy nevier asked " of repute 
tbrwhat^ Sir?'' but be conducted u»ta 
an old maAsion-house, IHte sotne little 
houses^ as full of rootos as it could hold^ 
and welt adapted to a bulky &iglishnian^ 
or to two very spare persons, who have 
twic0 the number ot* legs and arms 
fastened to them ; and as our troubles pf 
life would not allow either of us to be 
fat, I now saw the advantage of this 
circumstaofce, as we were not under the 
necessity of separating for the present. 
^y object was a»^a trav^er to^'inxrrj: 



ofi'ihe spot lest the good Jadj ip tbq 
house and my wife sliould meet |m some 
straight passage, for I could iiot con- 
ceive whether the avails or themselves 
must give way, qr their iirifortunato 
husbands be brought into a fatal broil, 
to separate them; for I believe there 
are auimalS;, as well as hearts that liatg 
theh" own image. Certainly the husband 
was a kind good natured fellow; appear- 
ing ^illing^to suffer any. thing, rath^- 
tfian lo offend.. JPqt thjB nrjptto at th^ 
bottonri of the feign was a consoling 
thc^ght ta luipself .: . , .^, ,...^ . /. 

-J- • ^ \.r .,- •/:.'- .:.. i •.'.'M ji'i.j. r; 

fVBpt pale dpspondepcy wow Mol^ }.'i,iU >• * 
^< Th«, l^^t.aq* g^da^9;0f my spu^'ni}) : j^ 
." BreA^hM A dar^t ^iitit.^hroqgjh -myijljffj •!«,♦ 

, t^ ; AiAd'i to9t ^ ixwui^pArf' QvtuiiJi /lnw; . -- /^'li'fi 

:) \;- ; '": •• ' '■' •" '; .i 'i" f . •> ; ofn ' : \ - 
',,J: efi^^v^ufed to ♦it^lyf. mjTt feQj>e$ 
tjyrep^atipg the (fjiTforUr Unesl; . r 

. -: -.; ^; •? !ji. . ...^r.. j ,:: i)lif< /. ::i 

,Uf^ ^ ihtil ^eli^n ffr#f9i. ffi^iiet: t 7 H •.- i ■ - f * 



. ^* Ttie . narjoW, w^y tha^, lead^ to .^ife • • 
. ^.V. To pptir the jwiJin 4^f lieayenly; n^t .. ;. , 
^' 1rhrou§i^.;Soiiv^Mfr9.a|goei|:iag:)l>reft9tl^^. ' 

. Xyiiqii I returned home towairds the 
tlose of the year, atjd examined my aer 
v^fouhts, I wVs^ compelled' to p\c vei)I 

to t|ie fire that" ImnU- witluii, to my 
t^afn: [ *^ Oh^ extra Vagi! I tee ! extravu* 
gance ! wliat a door of unutterable an- 
giiish hast thrill opened/* European^ { 
cannot forget the noblemantiacconiit of 
an old man at Bnxtonj who s^old be- 
soms ; to whom a proud lazy young; 
teliow came for some bei^oms upou 
trust, the oldrnan replied, '^ friend hast 
ihouuo money? borrow of thy back^ 
and ot thy l>^llyj they wilt never ask the^ 
ag^ain ; but I shall be dunning thee everj 
day/' Wherever 1 turned my eyes,, 
sometliing pointed out my deplorablp 
state, so that I considered a funeral 
i^iHbleniatieal of my ciixuin^tauces l^he 
dead are carried where the living please^ 
so rribst 1.— The Uvihi^ gain whiit thev 
eSLiV by the dead : and I see attorney^ 
and others resolved to ^aiu what they 
tki\ hy my fail. 1 saw; wlien the help- 
less corpse is sinkings every atom and 
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straw is ready to fall in upon him ; and 
there are weighty reasons for this, be- 
cause it is much easier to fall upon a 
tnan^ than it is to help him up. 

Most people love to see every body in 
the grave rather than themselves. Thus 
my eyes were open, and I saw myself 
sinking fast. My property s oon began 
rapidly to waste, my spirits were low, 
and I could not see it my duty to add 
the fuel of anger to resentment, or put 
oil to the fire that had burnt so fiercely 
already. But my wife appeared to step 
over all difficulties at once ; and I found 
that very few will lift a neighbour up,, 
unless it is to raise themselves. Now 1 
had many a painful push into the lowest 

Slace. My wife seemed strange to me^ 
)r no sooner was I pressed for money, 
however honest the claim, and thougl^ 
I was still able to pay with difficulty, I 
had many a hard thmnp behind my 
back. My friends and reputation rim- 
away, and I saw I was ahnost engul- 
phed ; my wife could not refrain urging 
immediate provision for herself, what- 
ever might become of my pfcrson ancE 
lionesty. 
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:1 cautidtts})[ kii«l^u oar i6leepmghidA 
(lie followuig vemarks en bankruptcy^ 
partly elKtracted from a popiikir pra^ 
vincial vvoifk,* and jmrtly original^ 
wliicb I venture to submit to the can- 
did yeader^ under q, couyiction that tlicy 
may be of service to tliose Young' per,- 
sous vvbo have to make their way in a 
uorH of isnares and hazards, and to 
whom caution and circnnispectiou aru 
at the present: crisis sK) peculiarly 
peges3ary. ; . ; '- 

^' *n a cammerciai co^inti^ Hke omtff, 
petrhaps rt ib im(H^d$iibk'^at''baftki'u)H^ 
vies ^bouM 4^ wholly -woid^ ; but otk 
^f a hundi'ed:, pKx^bstbly t%<ef*e are hot 
finor^jtban one, 'Which is the coiisel 
quince of «umT<HdaM6 ffiisfortuner. 
.Facts triti sf^eak Ur themwhres^ to ihk 
lK>berTefflectitigimAd. * •*- \ 

'^ If inquiry be made ip eyei;y town, it 
will be found that some of its iho$t dash7 
ing; inbabitants have formerly Itiiled i^ 
Ijus^iness. . Is there mOre than one in^an 

'- ■'■' I ' ■! 

' - * ^Mbiiihlj* i#o§aiine, JoiyV 1805. ' 
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hundred of these who call their credi- 
tors together for the purpose of paying* 
the renaainder of their debts? The 
sjgnin«^ of a certificate is no discharge 
to an honest mind ; such a man as soon 
as he has it in his power, will be eager 
to pay to the very utmost^ and if he is 
not honest, when rising in the world, 
it is more than probable he was a knave 
when sinking. Considerhig the pro- 
gress made in civilization, it seems as- 
tonishing, that a crime attended with 
such incalculable mischiefs, is not ren- 
dered mor^ disgraceful. True, there are 
christian societies which have an un- 
bending rule, that if one of their mem.- 
bers fail, unless he can prove it to. be 
the consequence pf inevitable miafoSf 
tune, he is immediately discarded, for- 
feits all the privileges of the connection, 
and is suifered to sink into the disgrace 
he deserves; but if he can make it 
appear to be the consequence of uqa- 
voidabie misfortune, he is assisted and 
encouraged. The consequence is that 
a bankruptcy comparatively seldom takes 
place ainong-st such christian societies. 

" In the community at large, this evil 
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seems to be rather encouraged. When 
a man finds^ owing to bad manage^ 
ment hi trade, extravagance in his 
family, and a general improvidence, 
which commonly runs through the 
whole system, that he can do no lon-r 
' ger, he gets some person who is con- 
nected with him to strike what is called 
a friendly docket, in oi*der to prevent 
his being sent to orison, pays his credi- 
tors the compositmnhe chooses, gets his 
certificate signed, and to the astonish- 
ifnent of all, but the initiated, in a 
little time gets on in a higher style than 
before ; vies with his neighbours in 
expence, takes his journies of pleasure, 
and boasts of his prosperity.;* while the 
humble hard-working manufacturer or 
mechanic, who had perhaps entrusted 
his little all in his gay master's hands, 
is soon crushed to rise no more. The 
oppressor stalks by with unfeeling su- 
perciliousness ; but the hour is not far 
distant, when he shall be made to know ^ 
that a day of strict retribution is 
not a chimera. 

* AU this was' the wish of my wife, though 
I thought it notprodeat to say so in this paper* 
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f ^^Tlie inan. wha trades beyond his 
capital^ or who lives beyond his incoinei 
is a pest to the uoighbourhood^ and a 
practical enemy to the great interests of 
society. He ]» a public robber^ a 
robber of tfaeinost daiiig*erous kind^ for; 
tioder the specious pretence of lawful 
iraffic^ of enlarging his connection^ 
and incf-easiag his trade^ if he happen 
to haye any relative su^ciently kind and 
eredulous^ he will not rest until he has 
secured the honest earnings of patient 
ind:u6try, or the humble independence 
of an unapprized* and unprotected 
fem^e ; tl^at he may bring' ilown the 
grey ha4fs of the fopmer with sorrow 
to the gray e^ or pltuiga the latter inta 
all the horrors of. want That he id 
bringing upon his : children ill habits 
which must render them burthens to 
society and miserabk^. never enters 
into Xhe calculation o£ this hero of 
antiquity^ To live aittd make an appear* 
ance^ is his object; and sboula the 
transient pang bfifemorse threaten to 
betray itself on his bloated countenance^ 
with a few additional glasses he drives 
off car^ till to-moriv>\v.« The desperado 
'who charges his pistoly hand puts <jn. his 
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crape, seeYns to'haVe soifli sM^'Of rfght- 
ana wrong ; he steals from fhte 6<Wtt1tt»ft ' 
walks of decent life; tfafe &tek h^hV»* 
known, the benefactots Who havte wAitA^ 
him, he calls on the dairkness t6 coter • 
him ; he seeks <he pdlh of the tlrflv^ftgf,^ 
he assault!^ the strange^, tbe UuknbWii 
one, to Whom perhaps a f«W ^ti'^M' 
may he no serioUs loss, the person i^ob- ' 
bed sees the worst at oncte, and IM^ f¥6 
tearing and expensive jdtirttey. Thb 
thief has \abused nb confidence, he- 
has insulted no ' I'elative, h6 has 
tortured no tenderness ; yet h0 is 
punned like a demon, he is drag^ecl 
to a dungeon, to fetters, and huri^ 
from a tribunal to thie galloWfe ! It cef*- 
tainly ought to be the object of civilized ' 
states to prevent crimes, and *11 dha«- 
tisement should have this end* in vi^lt. 
It must be allowed that baukirilptciy^ h 
an evil which involves mote\ ^nii6i^tt& 
consequence than highway t^het^ ; 
and it is astonishing that tegii^€6^ Md 
moralists are not intent oii d«d^g 
rtieah^ for diminiiihing Us fifcf^iitticy. A. 
senscf of honour and shamd has in^t; it Is 
presumed, some degree of iikfliieiiciH ; 
and was faankriiptty- thad» InfiimemfSi, 
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as it miglii to be^ it would be 
flenemlly avoided. It deserves coniii- 
ooration that the persons who fail are 
soldoiii those who iiave earned what 
they begin with; had they laboured 
Imrd for if, they would have learnt, the 
value of property better than to have 
scattered it away. But tlie patient, 
ploddi^ character is gone; and with it 
the jprtid^Qnce and circumspection to 
whit:h ow upstart owes his ^U. He 
begins, it ^ay be with two or three 
thousand pounds, but he wishes to live 
and trade as if he had ten thoi^sand. 
The ok! (system of economy is laughed 
at: his maxim is> that it is necessary to 
make am appearance ; to this, comfort 
and real enjoyment are sacrificed^ and 
the app0araiice is soon followed by em- 
barra^ment^ He must now, if |)ossible, 
borrow; but he forgets, that he bor-: 
r<^s to put on fetters. , It was the ex* 
ceUent Mvice of that very exaUed and, 
M^; dharaqter, Philip Het^ry to his 
chj|ldi{Ws> u. Tremble to borrow two- 
fii^d^/^imfim^^r^l^, for that two-pence 
wi^l:.9Pi^>tWQftTpc;nce^ and if a man 
begim it^ )i9s^ one thuxl of his time, his 
comfort projperty, 9t liberty, he may 
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tremble far ^ttie rest^ But Acre is a 
fatal sort of wrong^-headedness accom^ 
ponies the unwise m sdl that he does ; 
th^ Tnaxims of wisdom^ the couni^^ 
of friends avail iiothing to hi«i ; his 
eyes are only open when complete rum 
^vef\vhelii» him;" 

The thought of being added to the 
lengthened list of banlcrupts^ wrings my 
beart ; the fea:r of sanctioning the ev^ 
1 abominate^ b» next to that of murder^ 
is too tnu^h for tny mind to reflect upon^ 
except with the full cofftiction, that I 
am not the remote or immediate cause 
o( such an evil ; and secof idly, however, 
my wife may importune tne to make 
provisson for herself, 1 will do nothing 
of the kind , for I can sooner die a tor- 
tnred death, than give up honesty to 
that idol self : to whom so much money, 
and so many consciences have been 
sacrificed. Thirdly, as sure as 1 have 
the hope of property falling to me at a 
future periodf, or should 1 be favoured 
with money in any degree, every ferth- 
ifig fi^all go as it comes to whom it is 
due. i Will .i^vertise/ requesting tli^ 
creditors of a person who sometime 

h2 
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4S(ihce-(oiwi9|p to ta co^oimftice 4f uq* 
&atwBk2de ^ijPcwn^AiK^eB) pfud them b, 

. coHipo6|tioQ> wouJd sqid bii]iaa9€(epunt 
of their o^in^ dema^ds^ '' Uk no>v 
having H^M^ his power^ % wiUing and 
de^rous to iqake them fuU.satisfapUon/' 
(not with a pistol, but with money t^ 
answer every honest demand.) Tiii^ 
qcedjt^ thi^ nououT^ . thi^ plea^ure^ shall 
4^^m^^ ietm^ wife say what she will. 

, $^p smy plei^y it is so WQOMWqni, tte»t 
jtl|9^i^4d iriU ^l me a £w4; IavUI 

/^uoswer^ mw )Hit Uie U9prinj9ipied w4l 
call me ppy aad if it is m nncs/vmou 
tbipglpFmetiitp^toB pvineiple^ since 
iMM^uptoieaarecominoB^ it proves the 
y^ Ipw state of commoa honeity^ 
whi^ojt]gh(t^t^ |hame thousands of the 
gay^ wjip have ii\)prQd their fellQW- 
creaturesirvepa^rably, by wilfully or care- 
lessly filing in their debj; ; And alter 
being sncc^^sful, appyo^jiat^ aM lo 
their own use, utterly forgetful of that 
sipiploj hut sithl^me maxim> whose 
meaning T|ofi9 f^an-mist^e ; '' What* 
aoewer ye wouLp that iue» should do to 
you^ do ye to th^^m lik^wise.^' Belieyiiig 
this a duty> afid repolviag to practise it^ 
}f^j mk. aeciHed di^pos^ to treat me 
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as if I wiMs possessed with ^^eoKKis/ Slie 
counts it being righteous over mueh. 
Her soul seems to airy the pros|icf itv 
of the wicked^ aad the uopriuf:i{rfea. 
Ti-uljr, envy is a restless pessioo^ walk- 
ing the street^ and doth not keeo at 
\ home^ but is always busy. . Surely tnere 
is not a more tiresome^ exkmamng^ and 
unthankful office^ than tbaJt of piiUing 
every body right. It olten a/wakeas 
passion in my viiie, to see aU her gra- 
tuitious counsel and good 9ense«U|^ed^ 
so that officiausness and' passion b#- 
coming conqpanious^ they are like tbe 
lame leading tb<e blinds both are 
wretphed and hobblipg in their joamey. 
I am resolved to ^o sti-alt forwawL for a 
cripple in the nght way may beat ^a 
raper in the wrons; o|ie ;i Day^ the swif* 
ter the man.tbat wrsal^s the rjg^ road> 
lAie farther be leaves the proper d^* 
ject b^nd. m 

My wifie foresees aU evils^ and tells 
eiXapUY how f^ whenth^ willhappen^ 
st^e ,kmdly \rarns^^ ipe. qf every pnisfor- 
tune that Vefais mc^ but/it is invariably 
after the gii^hief ^ cpqie upon ma ;. fcfr 
thea with an ^ir of bpaating sup^iqrMy^ 



she says^ *' I told you how it would be, 

hA you ifobl^ti6t believe me ;'' when I 

cannot rc»eoliect tb&t l^be had said a 

\Mrd abouft it, until the thing had hap- 

penied. My hore^ went blind, '^ which?" 

(said she) '^^the lame one/' ^' Where 

ban it been ?"'- '' In the meadow/' '' Oh 

'well,! told you that horse would gp 

blind, ferhcf never feould see well/' Mar- 

jery'hlk^ a beau, and would mariry aikl 

fteeve us without'warning. My wife said, 

' ?^iItold!y^tf s6, but you Would Aot|>rp vide 

.aariatlier servant fair nle.*^ The other 

mbming'Hl ^as most delightful, not "'a 

^^ood lo bes^en ; '* My d^r said 1, may 

1 wy EMmy ^o with me (o the lodge ?'' 

/*/ Yi<», ibr there are no sighs of rain/' 

'JBut a^t^npes^^rose, a'ndkhe earth wAs 

- coveted with i^ilter ; we returned' 'dri|*- 

ping with weU Slie met the^cWldit 

. the door snatcfked • her in, ^' CoifAcf ' |iH 

-poor* thing, c<cwnfe in, yoiir father wouRi 

take you, though 1 said it would be 

rain, for my corns hurt me/^ Another 

tinie on vetui^infip frorti a*^ lourney,^ 

/wh^ aill betnired' by the fall of «fy 

-horse, and htflf killed^ >he met me 

dt the doot, with Ihe jextifting con^o* 

Jatiou; '^'fth, I daid it Svduld be bq^ 

m^me jqdgtoent Was sirte • to^ bvertake 
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you, for your unbelief of my word, — 
Therefore 1 could not but wish fpr the 
happy lot of that man to whom tlie voice 
of God and of Providence says, " Thou 
shalt know ihy tabern^icle shalt be in 
peaccj and shalt visit thy habitatiorij 
and not sin.'* At id as a glowirif? ieg;ard 
over-flowed my soul for my femily^ I 
felt a conviction J that I had not believed 
or followed any cunningly devised table. 
On the recollect ion of the family I had 
leftj and the happy pair I had recently 
seen^ 1 could not retrain froin exclttim* 
ing. Oh ! illustrious conopaoicm ! The 
graces of her p^rson^ the elegance Qf 
her manners^ and the inccrnipfuri^ble 
candour of her mind, where love ^x^ 
peace vnreath domestic happiness. 

For who cm coant thp innomergble jpys 
That ^^Mccy A4cej Amum^^ danoe aropnd^. ' 
Where mutual loij^ and l^ajrpH^fiy res'idf, 
Where taste refin'd, aiid sense, and genius dweU;: 
Where mild contentment fiHs the flow^ing bovrl^ 
Of "elegant sufficiency,'' andhealfh; 
^ Whitfre rura^quiet^ fncndship, books^" and;e^ 
And rabour, with industrious hand aUem, 
Beguile and chei^F the cloudy days of Ufe^ « 
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IVith lovlier hoes tint ev'ry flowery patk^ 
And on each scene fclicitj iDScrU>e. 

Oh ! happy the husband^ highly 
favoured of providence, that feels no 
want of those conversations which are 
carried ou at ni^ht in a low voicCj 
amon;; bosom and chief iriends, in 
mutual and undivided unity^ when the 
husband is constrained to say 

Your friendslii|is added to the flowing cup 
Of bliss connvbUI) l»lf its mingled sweets^ 
Yoor teiFfol sorrow and coodoleoce kiod^ 
FuU oft did mitigate mj bleediDg woes^ 
Yotir perpetuity of friendship soothes 
My lowfy griefti, and grids my dreary path ; - 
'Twas friendship, and friendly social board^. 
That gate retired home » test peculiar, 
And ike vast smn of intercourse enlkrg^d. 
Or inlercoirrse as taHed as the sum 
Of natare^s ample multiftirioas stores 

In^ the course of a few days . it was 
requisite for me to conduct my wife to 
a distant villa, which leads me to say^ 
that passing through a forest^ we heard 
the rattle of a broken bell among^ the 



^. 



81 

fhtckets, but neither could I nor tny 
\vife divine what it meant; apprehensive 
(as all .creatures should be going to 
repose on the Inp of providencej) it was 
an omen of ill ; we hurried the hoise 

arid chaise to 11 Castle. In a few 

months after, pas^in^ the same road, 
r heard the same frightful noise, and 
soon a thirt staring white faced creature 
appeared/ uith ii bell nbout lier neck, 
and the whole licrd followed. Well, 
'thoug^ht I^ this is carr)?ing the bell, 
exactly SO; fur this white faced heifei 
may make what noise, and go where 
she pleases with impniiifey. I rctneni- 
bered 1 once saw as lai jje a heril dance 
attendance after my lady when she bore 

the bell at j how therefore can 

I expect that one who has carried the 
bell so long, should be reduced to hu- 
mility, and condescend to let her hus- 
band go first. Let every young lady 
and batchelor think of tbe troubled 
busband. 

. Taking a^ \falk wi*hmy children, and 
accidentally meeting a long train 6f 
horses, eaach with bis well-proportioned 
jU>ad>stfappedtohim a^doseas his skin. 
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and all accurately follouin^ the. track of 
the leader^ which had hi2» buiiben too^ 
and a fi^reat belt round his neck^ with a 
large bell in the middle^ and several 
smaller on each side^ forming an half 
circle^ my daughter was much sur- 
prised^ and 1 wisned to observe for her 
recollection^ the great bell is lowest, 
the 6rst horse in duty bears the small 
and lar^e bell and belt^ in addition to 
his load with all the rest ; so it is with 
the child^ the parent^ the neighbourj 
and maji^istrate^ tnat fills his station best. 
/'But father, the first bears theiiell;" 
so thought I, and so my wife, my 
daughter, and so the whole world will 
have it, and I cannot bear 

** To measure controtersial swords with each 
Aatagonist that zealously assails.*' 

Indeed I had long found my wife's 
way was necessarily the best, for if I 
was not succes2>ful in any thing, with 
the utmost promptitude she would affirm, 
you will have your own way. In the 
uitroduction of winter, I asked if J 
should lay some eggs upon the oak 
floor, in the south or north store room. 
'•' As you please, suiely you know best'* 
In the winter, the eggs were frozen : a 
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cirtnimstanee we had not experienced 
in any preceding winter. 

The moment she discovered a long 
and intense frost had penetrated where 
it had' never been felt, she complained, 
and with Ijer usual warmth of spirit 
exclaimed, ^' See what a creature you 
are : 1 told you they would be frozen, 
bjut you will have your own way." The 
apparent acrimony, and my pains, then 
lea me to exclaim. Oh! happy circum- 
stance, were we both employed in render- 
ing each other happy, during the short 
time allowed us to dwell together. Oh, 
how soon time will take a stride over the 
small niche providence has given ns in 
this vast creation, and close that niche 
forever. 

As I had found, through bad manag;e- 
n)ent in my family,* and a prevaihng ' 
improvidence in all my domestic con- 
cerns, that I could goon no longer; 
my creditors gainst my will mad^ me 
a bankrupt But as providence no\f 
cast into ipy hand^considerableproDerty, I 
I resolved to ei^ecnte my former aeter- 
mination^ I sat down to draw up an 
advertisement, reqtiesting all ray crtdi- 
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tors to send hi tliMr original stims. A^ t 
was called out of the office for a mo- 
ment^ my son, Europc^an; cast his eye 
upon the honest scnxwl^ holding it in 
Ins hand at nriV return. ^*^ Feather said 
hfe^ this seems a thing so very rare/that 
I am astonished yon should advertise/ 
req:iesting persons to pay attention to k ' 
c^se so stale.'* "Son, I cannot rest 
satisfied except t discharge the debt, I ' 
still owe in point of justice; therefore 
why should 1 n6t have the pleasure of 
pp^ying nfiy debts, an4 affbrd creditors 
the happiness of receiving their own ? 
Ihave created their unhappines^ arid my 
^own by adversity, ^nd shall i retain 
what is not niy own to their greater in- 
jury and triy guilt/' European; I wish 
to impress your mind, by setting in full 
view that :discarded maxun, ^' Owe no 
nian any thing," and '' Whatsoever ye 
would that man should do to you, do 
ye to them likewise/' When 1 am no 
more J most steadily pursue the object 
where the path of^ virtue is least fre- 
iihentcd. Yon know by various means, 
that my failure was the result bf bad 
management, and you have your suc- 
cess, to create by caution, circumi^ec- 
tioii, industrj, and ecfononry. You 
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saw all my stock! u^s when you was a 
perft^ct hoy^ rottinjj in their diti and un- 
repaired. Suppose tliey were worth 
forty shilliugs, in a short time they be- 
came much woi^se, new ones were boughl 
to supply their place, and in an emerg- 
ent ca§e, Wgh priced ones, as I could 
not ^Naitj and my old ones were not 
repaired. Twenty shillings were expend- 
ed in new ones Thus on a moderate 
calculation, including all my things, I can 
make it evident tfiat ten times too much 
money has been cast away, I repeat it 
^ ihy son J bad management, extravagance, 
■ and a prevailing improvidence in all my 
domestic concerns, brought me to the 
deplorable condition to which we have 
reference, ^ 

'* , Oh ! that I conld have persua4cd my 
Wife, that she who runs in debt^ gives 
another pei'son power over her liberty. 
How often I liave been ashamed to meet 
my crediloi-j because 1 could not pay, or 

^d id not like to^peak to him, and if 1 did 
Jiiya4e.p6ftr;p(y^le«fjiMie%JW^ 
gree^i^)fefa(Di<y v«|i^ egipQs^d>,.|[^.\f|is 
tei»pte<l to bwejJ^wiff% t# hicjc? my* ^life's 

^ e^peQ^»cs, or (o df^pjri^ht.O^l&^hoocU to 
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hide my^hame^ or to equivocation, until 
iny hYiinWing^ cik-cftVifistanc^s brought 
me into fetters, though a tV^jc boni 
Eng^lifihiriaT]. ; " 

' Bad tnana^emeift is th^ tnother of 
•cruel cfvild. Many a pound' wa^ spent 
iipan' niy ^\fe, that she tmght enter a 
roeoi ffTafeefully, and Walk genteeiy, noi* 
eotjid I but believe that ^e daricin^mas- 
<er wad 8uct!essful^ but 1 find now^ she 
g^^es about ev^fy thing by fife and starts^ 
hiometiines she will embrace me mt>st 
tcdrdlalljr Scs^ a moment, but if I set my 
cane m the parlour^ dropped a poekei: 
kandk^cMeC «r mistook a word/shcJ 
\^ouidiretand^cold^ whidh often made 
me &arA:A]l that my tegs and arms n ef« 
filstened to my lK>dy, This was one 
reamn of (he falal choice I made of a 
<!konfipanion^ for tJic people thai jjo by 
' fite^sod staittls^ areijenerally better coiii- 

J>ankni8 aWoad tlian at home ; more 
ov^fy before tfian aikr msirriage. 

One "day, cir at least a vefry ^scitali part 
of ft dayi lAte ^asaU^kitidfiesft mod Ibve^ 
thte ^kier part of Ahe day inaccessible as 
ModittEtnai Odintk^aHyshewasjiius^ 
iRg the «ook, or lowermg the viccuaisy 
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0r praising; tbe Tictu&l^^ bqt lowering 
the cook. Sometimes exalting them al^ 
but nmvr fveqjueutlj deg;rading them. , 
Add what was most irksome to my mind^ 
iiHid tiie grea-lost trouble to my soul^ i^ho 
wa^i so whimsical h\ roltgioit^ for she 
was religious l;y fits and btarts, atid yet^ 
1 coiild not say she liad good and bad 
tits in this respect, for she that attempts 
to catch religion by whim, neither plucks 
its cheering frnit, nor partakes of its ' 
healinjj sph-it. She could call herself 
wicked indeed, the essence of wicked^ 
ncss, so bad, no body was like her; 
which was cither take or true. If true^ 
it would he infinitely better to confess it 
to God than to man, lest man should^ 
believe her, and she should not catch 
the praise she same times sough t^ nor 
obtam forgiveness with itiany. Hut if 
it was a folsehood^ for ctfascieQce sijtke it 
ought not to be once named. One infal- 
lible nde always guided my judgment in 
these important things : *' By their fruits 
ye shall know thOTi/' And 1 have known 
her, and many of her brethren and 
sisters, to pull a long face^ and whme oat - 
a tale of their wickedneiss^ as if jreligioh 
wte to be known by distorting tbe fear 
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inrc^, rajhcr than by clianging the cor-% 
Vi\pi clispositiouj subduing evil afttc- 1 
uouHj and producing uhntsoever is* 
level) and of good report. It is from such 
iriii?e table dii^fortions and vajjue pre- 
tcii&ions that the infidel derives a sneer- , 
ing glow t f suiilj against the existenCG; 
aiid U iith of those priuciples^ a\ hieh figu- j 
rativtly speaking, turn tlie lion into a j 
lutnb, mid the eucmy of God into ii \ 
friend : but^ because some may put on ■ 
ihe {jarband miserably mimic a Ganitkj j 
does this prove that Bueh a person never f 
had a. being* ; 

I cannot form a good opinion off 
tliat professor^ who on the day before^. 
vi; days after the sabbath^ can torment; 
her femiiy with groundless com-j 
plaintSj fretting and j|I-!3ature; pee- > 
^iisli at home and abroad ; justa^ the fit j 
fakes her. A cloud could not be more ^ 
tossed about with e^rery wind^ tlian myj 
wite with every gust of passion: with*** 
out considering lhat*^whnt we are iii' 
cm- h(;arts towards God, and in life 
towards man. that %ve are in reality in. 
the ^ight^qf hhn that shall Jijdge us. ' . 
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I perceive, m order for our mutiiat 
happinesSj we ought incessantly to 
attract and repel each other by filling 
some place - we ought to possess equal 
power of genius, but directed to difier- 
ent objects, one to the management of 
the housCj and the other to the manage- 
ment of the shop. There should be 
similar principles, and the same fund 
of Sf^nsibiiity, and though there may be 
humours that cross each other^ yet there 
shoutd be tastes that assimilate^ in one 
worI, great contrast of character. 
Thought^ the characteristic feature of 
the man, antl^e/mgthat of the womaUj 
with great sensibility in both. '' Luve 
Kke a oehistiah wind should swell the 
sails of virtue, and multiply the stormy 
of conscience against vice/* ' . 

iMy eyes were opened to the convic- 
tion, that my wife supposed I had not 
a very strong head, and shruged her 
khoulders with pity, when I talked of 
those moral sentiment s^ which are the 
core of true happiness^ and spectators 
askedj ''what all this proved?" My 
wife answered 'Mhe weakness of my 
liusband.^' 
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The9f wene. painful bobbles ia life's r«piJ streafn 

If I said any thiii^ truly s<^ber, jL was^ 
accused of religioiii* ]nelanc))ol]^ nor 
could any thiag I wa&:ibl^to advance^^ 
rectify the fallacy of such ao accusatioa.. 
To feay I had seen men and women^ 
raerancholy through gaiety/ disappokiK 
Tnent^ bve of the world, and its distract* 
iijg cares^ wouhl he at once to piroye the 
accuracy of heu charge* t ,: ^ j. 

Notwithstanding^ I nevoc could sub- 
mit to the correctiicss of the term relifji-^" 
ous melancholy J becaui^e thcr-c is nothing; 
melancholy in the pardon of sin, accept- 
ance with nrjy Maker, and joy and peace; 
through believing the divine testiinonyp* 
of him that 4?annot lie. What a grating,^ 
if not a blasphemous use of tertuis, what 
an attempt to sttip religion of its chtirms, 
to Fay the all-^ise, good^ perfect, lioty^^ 
iind unerring Being, tias given doctrines 
and commandmeniB to make his crca- , 
tnrcs melancholy, under the pretence oC 
making them happy and wise unto sal-^, 
vat ion. As well migtU we affir^i that ' 
NeTO was right when he biirnt christians * 
for atheism J and llobespiferre was j*i?^t r 
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when he gallotineil them for ovcis- 
credulity * When she imputes the ma- 
lignant influence ©ft aielancholy to 
religion^ 1 uo longer, isccognize good 
tidings to nit^n, and peace on eoi th^ a 
sovereign balm to 80oth the niii*tn*ies^ 
relieve the ^viiiits^ and heal the \i oundts 
of a bleeding heart. Mclauclioly is prin- 
cipally engendered by the dis^ordered* 
state of the passions, wlien.diestitute of 
the sovereign balm of rcistoration. 

As well might the patient iinpntc his. 
deep rooted malady to the restoring mc-* 
dicines, as the pliysician impute melan-- 
choly to religioiL Nothing can so etfect-^ 
ually dissipate the troubles of the heart,, 
nothing can so well restore to perfect 
concord the harmonics of the soul. For' 
when we take refuge in the sanctuary of., 
the gospel, we feel we breathe a more^ 
tranquil air, and our spirits are «oouT 
caloied by its benign influence, 

ITow.tlid my glowing, heart witltin me bunij t 
Whene'er Ltalk*d on subjects all divioe. 



I n.P Chateauferiands HecoUeetiiyns of italf, &cu 
f^h ii* p. 18, Euscl lib. 4 chap. ] 5. Jadnn^-ium 
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Of infinity coticerp to erring man ! 
Scoff ye profane, that tlie delist ful l^'ome^ 
Should to religion owe toblimest jay, 
What shall the consctoqs favoar of a Godf 
The trembliog horrors •f his Tengeful wrath, 
That cheers the firtooos, paint the sinners brea^t^' 
With ierity be spurned, unworthy deem'd 
To mingle with the j^s of wedded love!- , 

To be destitute of the practiqe; of 

Eicty, to live opposed to the spirit of 
olitiess, to live and die ignorant of the 
v/my to God and happiness^ to b^ des- 
titute of acceptance with Gbd^ is the 
genius of melancholy itself. FVirwhat 
can be more gloomy, than to be suqpend- ' 
ed over the fathomless abyss of eternity^ 
without a frietid to support or ^ deliver. 
Unbelief and crude inhaelity strip me of 
that friend I otherwise findan him, who is 
^ able to save to th^ uttermost. !'^ Must 
I then give up my hope of ^ernity aqd. 
abandon the prospect of an i^Bfpf im- 
mortality^ and restrain all my ideas i^«d 
hopes to a circle of mud from which I 
cannot free myself. I startle, aikl appeal 
to the int^igent wmA, whetlmrthisis 
the direct read to evade or ra»bhure 
melancholy^ since; aU things kere below 
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must perish, and the very elctTicnts of i 
Hiis terrestrial tVaiiic, melt with ferment ^ 
licat and pass away as the shadow of a 
cloudy leaving no trace behind Does 
common sense say that this will replace * 
the joy and biessed immortality the m*ui 
tidel refuses to see in heaven. Oh t cruel 
iufidelny, to unclose the wound by tear- * 
ing from my heart the remedy that le*l 
me to tbr^et my troubles, I now saw to 
lay my hetirt open to rny wif^, w as to en- ' 
counter a laujjii at my weakness, and a J 
sneer at my virtues^ without awakening' :. 
any pity for my sorrows. 

When parthly joys are OTerwctghcd ; 

With mouiitaiiis of Tejatioua care^* 

I felt that my choice of a wife was 
taxed twice upon me by idleness, three * 
times by jn-ide, and fotu' times by folly. 
The income (or rather outfjoin^) tax has 
often trietl my purse, Imt this has tried \ 
my patience and peace, and taxed every -^ 
comtbrt I liatK 1 began to think this a 
jjcievaus <jovernment^ for sloth, like rust,' 
consumes the wards aisd the key faster 
than Ia!)om\ Lost time in bed or up, at ' 
^lome or ^ibroad^ is ncyer regained. My, 
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fk'thcf taught me y^it ihduslty ihaites 
every thing easy ; awd now, to my cost, 
I found that sloth maizes all: things dtffi^ 
cuk, for she that rises late must run alf 
day, and sliali sefeirce oueilake her busi- 
ness by midnight. While indolence 
travds so slowly, pOuerly soon over 
t^es it, ^hile indolence move» so softly, 
it is the mere soimd of the bare-foo^. and 
one lightly clothed with shreds. I o^teu 
saw thai as my wife drove off hen busik 
nes^in the morning, befctre night it hur* 
ried her into every angry wrord^ dirljj. 
c^orner, and scene of uuhap^nesii. It ifi> 
a tormenting, if not a fruitless wish, toV 
hope in suit^h hopeless circumstances^ for 
better tiinea My wife would not brieve* 
that diligence '* need not wish,, and she 
that lives upon hope wilt die &sting/' 
I ofl^ felt and indulged the* convic* . 
tion that it was ill onr power to impnove 
otir state, for the industrious and fruffat 

Sut every thing to the best use, and li 
ave not seen Providence leave them to 
starve. Industry will pay deMs, pru- 
dence Will prevent them, while indolence 
and despair w9l increase them." 

Evci-^f child, sijnant, andcircum- 
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stajtce., Wtt3 so neglected, that I 3oo» 
siivv, waiit of care docs more itijiiry (huii 
ivaiit of knowledge. Let others boaKt 
o<'tke vvonderfiii progress otkuowledgi*^ 
whew opposod to tlic I>arban5iii of \Uksi 
ages, i will step out of the ^vay to 
affirm, it uas not ignorance which once 
set all Europe <*ii Ure, and iiiuudatcd it 
Nvidi the bh>od of in^n and uiartyri?, in 
settiinjy relijjious disput«tinn. It wys 
error timt raised her malignant rrast^. 
and vaunted J " I will be HvsL" Igno-^ 
ranee of the tree of good aiid cvilj of 
Safatrsj power of the guile of the ser^ 
pent, was not man's niiuj but hits fWeiid. 

Ignorance conceals from us what we 
are ta encounter toi^morrow^ wi^otit the 
possibility of lescaping, the iQconstancy 
of frieods, the revolutions of fortonej^ 
calumnies^ .atid the hour of deaths so 
tremeadous to ^most men. But error is 
always an adL 

N^Ugeocc^ like error^ . sometimes 
creates toe greatesLloss, the most beau* 
tiful mould candle^ throufffa a little 
hiattention^ will gutter cbwn; the 
reiBiMfis become a disgusting heap of 
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* deforuihy, the pedestal is overflowed ; 
the green cloth and the table, if not tlie 
cttipet and pocarliltle' snap, are all injur- 
ed by the grease. 

My wife determined to visit London, 
though 1 felt as great an objection as I 

• possibly coiild to atn adventure upon the 
sea, considering the city analogous, and 
in a^terribie liffht. This she affiimed, 
was without reflecting on the Woods's 
and bliessings it so evidently presents to 
us. Biit Isabeila, it is cert^in^ that Hke 
the sea, one wave or* swell of people 
overpowws Another, and I cannot divine 
what will become of you, should you be 
caiiglrt in the stream^ while the very 
8oIil^i?^s of the Qce)an gulph down in 
;li«er* profound abysses, vessek the foul 

. and the cleans whether they were the 

flomdshiiig monuments of pride and 
craft, sUpcrstitiaB tmd impiety, violence 
and perfidy, the incessant ifmr&re keeps 
the wretched inhabitants alert. I am 
' frightened at ; the whirlpool^ thaC turn 
and sink many a \^assel. • ^ . > 

' ^ '' irheM' fandea (sEiid lobelia) Kinay 
': alcncxsf sevar a split-stick like yourself. 
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but they cannot apply to the amphithea- 
tre of die world." Why not, since whirl- 
pools are occasioned by great cavities 
in the sea, where rocks anddiffereat 
currents meet, and is there ho resem- 
blance in Town? Beside the rivers 
hurry into the sea different insects, 
marine plants, the mixture of many 
things (as incongruous as St. Paul's 
Cathedral and Bedlam) which vary iu 
their colour and shape, some are brilli- 
ant stones, inflammable substances, and 
others not t6 be distinguished from shin- 
ing insects, and in all a flux and reflux, 
some in high tide, and others in the low- 
est watere, raking with a hook to scrape a 
mite of iron, which a greedy shark could 
not see to <ievour. In some of the lower 
parts we should have found some diffi- 
culty in believing there could b6 living 
creatures, did we not discover in shreds 
something erect, in the midst pf wil4 
disorder and savage confusion. Yet, it 
must be admitted, however innumerable 
th6 inhabitants of the sea, and different 
their species, there is as much order as 
can be expected. For they have their 
particular distinct food, way of life, 
character, and instincts, with shades and 
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almo^' irisendfhle gradation from one 
species to another, so that one beghi^ 
yvhfire no raan can point out that (be; 
o^er ends. Sotne are so sniall they are 
scarcely visible, others are so large as 
^cair?ply to afford room for 6s to rush by: 
Some totaJIy vfitUout ornament, and 
others adorned with the most lively and 
beautiful colours. Some species miil^ 
tjply vpry litMe^ afid others devour all 
iirfore then), with undismayed avari<*e; 
as the sharks not only devours its own 
species, when pressed by; hunger, bo* 
without, , scruple, $waUo^^ itlje 450*xlage^ 
doth,. pitch, wood^ a^d iron, that comes 
in its way. : : 

Man, O, man, thou sp^ckof exist* 
ence, how is itt^at these widely extend- 
ing or contracted, these gay or gloomy 
streets^ houses, bridges^ and shops, 
horses, vehicle^ and numerous herds of 
Smitl|field, should all be conferred upon 
anin^ajs which hav:Q ^ot the government 
of their passions. JO^ man ! I cast the 
glance agaiii a^ tl^^e, thou feeble tran^ 
siiory creation?; a^iipatt^d by passiotns at 
once ferocipUs apd generous, degfwi^ble 
and immdrtaij,: )biom withoutinstinct, and 
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yet aGquiring knowledge ; springs from 
the di^t^^ and blossoms to the skie& 

My wife arrived safe in Town, bat 
when walking up Cheapside^ for want 
of a pin, her beautiful: silk gown was 
caught in the crowd and slit to pieces, 
while the whistling villain sHded on : 
for want of the gown, my wife was 
Gripped, frighted, exposed, took<5old, 
amd^ wa«- throw* 4nto ^ fever, which 
iteaidj^ cost her life. A t all events, it was 
a tax upon my pocl^t tq pay the doctor. 
Every l)ody that w^lks in Gh^apside, 
should learn how t^ ?airy his arms, 
dresg. n^^, or keep his clotb^sc as belong- 
ing unto and fitting Im body. A tjdy 
r^rson ha9 the advantage of a slattern, 
have found torn clothes, and neglect- 
ed holes, and unnecessary bills> in tl^ir 
baneful effect like taking blood from the 
constitution, they hav^ lessoned tho 
qpantity, rather than improveid the 
quality, by turning silver into gold. 
This is a little account, and that a smaU 
bill, true, bgt taking a little blopd at 
once does not prevent the downfall of 
the constitotion, if the^ little diminu- 
tions of the quantity are very fi;eqi4ent. 

K 2 
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A man may 61e away a wedge of gO\A by 
small particles ; a mouotaiu of ;ce may 
almost imperceptibly disappear^ uoder 
thithaHing- sun. 

To ifhej the inpolse of another mind, 

A client secret, terrible controul ; 

8 J I: mission, bondage,, and resistance death. 

I cannot forget the last lines, for when 
we returned ft-om Town, some of our 
good neighbours, who never had seen 
l/ondon, paid a morning visit, to elicit 
all possible information. VVhen my 
wife replied to their inquiries : *' Indeett 
ladies you expect too much from me, as 
1 anticipated more assistance thrtn my 
Imsband was able to give, for he is no. 
delineator of men and manners. He 
cannot give the features, the costume, 
the scenery of different nations. Manv 
a secret snatch 1 gave him. Is not that^ 
pei'son a foreigner? In vain was my 
inquiry. Nor could he represent the 
actions of the great, or the victories of 
the brave, though he unseasonably buz- 
zed in my ears." Oh, the harmonies of' 
domestic life, they seem to be lost in the 
bustle, in the collection of good and 
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bad, of foreign, And home-brejd «v>»tali, 
birds and beasts. Sometimes the fascia 
nations of personal beauty produced an 
effect at once pleasing and powerfuL I 
admit London, said bei is the fiEivouril;e 
•retreat for multitudes, that ,dr^ad tl^^ 
light of the country, because thjeir4ceds 
ai'e evil. , 

Ladies, 1 assure you. Town 13 n^t 
only a source of wonder and of exquisite 
delight to the discriminating, of all na- 
tions, but there a reflecting mind will 
oRen discover the most absurd experi- 
ments of a vitiated taste, w^hich I aumit, 
sometimes bears away the multitude. 

• 

Evei-y man, and almost every womap, 
now reads, thinks, projects, and accom- 
plishes. The force ^ of human ^^eflec- 
tion has burst the chain whicjh once 
bound mankind, and the meanest pe^i- 
sant, that hobbles upon his crutdies, 
can trace the language of trutli or false- 
hood^ by print i^^op^, or by pages cal- 
culated by the plainest lioctrines, and ^n 
the jno^t rfttioni^ p^piner, t<j 4>yakejn, 
enlightei^,' ^am^nize^ if^uli^j^^.aixd re- 
fine the understandii[{^: sc^ t^i^t^' ^ nay 
husband says^ the verse is mute^ but' the 
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sentiment lives. '' Britons Mill W 
free/* 

I 

''^ Madame, it must be a happy cir- 
eiimstance to have so intelligent a com- 
panion ih Town!*' Bless you ladies, if 
you will believe me, as I said before, 
*ny husband is not so very intellii»;ent, 
for be could give me no account of the 
livery, common-council,, the aldermen, 
and the lord mayor; nor of the govern- 
ment of the city. To Tihich in- 
quiries, he said, interest, interest, is 
the lever that mov'es, if not governs all 
mankind. 

As I entered the room, I caught suffi- 
cient of the last sentence to recognize 
my opinion. The ladies congratulalcd: 
me on ntiy safe arrival, and hoped my 
fears were banished. Ladies my con- 
cern was for our safety at a public exhi- 
bition, which my wife says is one of the 
-most fostering spheres for the e:!cpansion 
of genius, in the world of pointing, as 
'well as of letters, where if 1 did not 
please, I feared the censure, that preju- 
dice and partiality had dissemmated 
their noxious vapours, and. therefore 



W3 

confaqnitiatcd and blastdd the very roofe 
of my genius. 

My wife rising, and hastily passing- 
©lit of the room, said, ^^ and so it was^ 
for you looked like the sculpture in thq 
sublime temple of St. Paul's, where they 
speak every thing but their mortii^ 
wound." 

Ncrr oonld she hold her tongue a mibutt^f. 
Though all she said had nothing in it. 

^'1 suppose^ sii'; you saw the^ Pano- 
Tama:'' " Ves ladies, and white looking; 
at the batHe ©f Waterloo, } thought 
those persons who have- been so brilli- 
antly disthtgufshed, have not been rear- 
ed in the popiriar circle of Town, \Vhere 
the vortex 6f business throws* tjie popu- 
hition intd ' narrow streets, dark rooms, 
and deplorable- cells r but in the school 
of arms, the wild' bosoat of the ocean, 
or in rural life: They have- not been> 
*he wcfakly |rfairts of a fa^hiohkbFe hot- 
bed, Where indolence begetis vice, and. 
vice becomes the parent of lassitude,, 
apathjr, disease,, and death/' 

My^ G^ff Measure sHar^ liijr ct'ry "paim 
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For Avhile I beheld opponents falling 
over each other in the arms of deaths and 
weltering in their own gore — my heart 
was af^ed with the chillittg thought, 
where are their spirits^ and how will 
they agree in* another world ! ! 



^^A fearful thing 



To see the humaa soul take wiug 

hi any shape, in 9tay mood 

To see it rashing fortk in blood." 

r hope, sir,. you was highly gratified 
with the njanpers of London. That I 
C£Minot say l^ies, for \n the grand mart 
of. our nation i looked for the mannei's 
of our forefathers who raised us to a 
people, but 1 could not find *' the break- 
'' fast at sun-rise, th^ noon-tide rf^past, 
''nor the twilight pillow of repose, 
'^ which marked the days of qia^en Eliza- 
''betb: they are now exchanged for 
/' tjie evening, breftkfast, and the mid- 
'' nigh^ dinner, wlyle the dawn is usher-* 
" ed in with ft supper^ atid Jour sweet 
''morning hours are wasted in the most 
- ' eherTati^g slumbers^'* 

'^ Come then ye thoaghUess dissipated tribe 
^^ Whoeatand^deep, andfile^Rai^tfl^ 
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'* And Jaj by day the still iMiTaried rouiul 
^^ Of fashionable folly tread.** 

* And see even the cheek of British 
beauty factes prematurely, not by the 
cheering rays of the sun, but by the 
faper-light of the sun-excluding ball- 
room, where the people scarcely rise to 
sec the sun go to bed. Yet, 

To $ee and be seen in heaps ftiey run, 
Some to undo, afid some to be undone. 

Time, precious time, ladies, is also 
taught to display a change of his 
ancient occupation, and domestics ate 
now sleeping at the west end of the 
metropolis, at an hour when the courtiers 
of Henry the VIll. were preparing for 
the noon-dinner. Novels are read with 
the {greatest avidity ; the female longs 
for the hour of closing the shop doors, 
that she may indulge the fooleries of a 
distempered imaginati<m, over the ful- 
some and melting pages of a love fraught 
tale. Opera-glasses, and even specta- 
cles are used by persons, sufficiently 
clear sighted, to be oculists in ten thou- 
sand iustauces. Besides, ladies, >ve \^ha 
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reside in the country, are fearle$s pf ^ 
wholesome exertion, but in London^ 
their carriages are hung one spring 
upon- another, to prevent the advan* 
tages of a seasonable exercise. , 

'' We are happy sir, at all events to 
see you safe out ofyour fears." I cau- 

* not say you are accurate ladies, for my 
fear was, if any, of these eccentricities 
should once take hold of my wife, I 
shall have sorrow upon sorrow, expeneo 
in addition to expence, and never, no 
iiever, live to see such friends sepa- 
rated. For sofas of down, pillows 
of perfume, artificial festoons of nower3, 
iced wines, and fruits, like my expences,. 
must all march in the encroachments of 
elegant luxury; all worth going to 
Town to learU;! and all indispensable 
acquirements, where there isadet^rinin- 
ation to be genteel. Ah> ladies, you 

' look around at the new sofas,, &c. 
and nod a painful assent; but this 
is not all, for many a parley will en- 
ter our sleeping room, to disturb our 
repose, for I venerate the velvet cano- 
pies of our grandsires, but my wife 
exclaims they are tb^ repositories of 
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dust, the perpetual i^i'seriep - of obr 
noxious vermin* prorapte th© cOn- 
taj^'ioa oV diseases, and (ovm a«Q Q|ialQg)r 
for both filth arid idle^iebs. That laat 
plea, ladies, disarms all my argu- 
ments in favour of antiquity, %s a friend 
to industrif and cleanUne^i for wheii 
the IVks. pjle^ds in behai/T of uidustry 
and cteapliness. tlie master will ,reap tlie 
benefit. Do>vn th^y rnustcomQ, and 
down my te^rs ijaay flow. Oh! the 
labours of my raoUier, apd ,ray niqther'B 
mother. Nothing;. caa prevail^ the b^ 
furniture must be corpppsed of ^Qotton, 
as most conducive to c^i^anliite^ aUd 
comfort, for what dust^.w^^kis^ctdare 
test lapott such cor^umaWes, for /ear o£ 
a, most dreadful inflamm^^n. Have 
patience ladies, while I ^^sqre you this^ 
all this is not half the wa^ tuQ^.the eiiid of 
iny fear^, for to tell the truth, I must 
pay the cost, anx} I api afitUd that my 
*man-seryant will take the place of my. 
maid -servant, since men are honour^ 
ably employed in the most effeminate 
brajncbes of. art and commerce ; aB the 
artificial florist, and the inaii-miUiiieF^ 
knA the man sag^-femme a?^ the most 
conspicuous innovators* I never can 
Endure the sight of a young artless 
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female, fempto^tnl at all seatons,. in alt 
weathers to nm of errands, to cairy the 
milk'^pflil, the boxes, to plough the field, 
and sow the seed, while with soft tread 
and tii%wetl!0et, the pertuuied coxcomb 
9hajit*hetpmy'lady to measure a riband 
at home, or teid tlie gaiize, and lisp^ and 
c4r^^ fine phrases* to Hatter custbhfiers. 
Wbiit Sriton^ ladies, what true Briton,^ 
can bear it. Rather than my domes- 
tic e^tabitshment sboukl be so altered, I 
wish Lord Wellington would draw his 
sword, and ali the maids^iu the country 
jom to rally tha^e proud lacqueys, anu' 
hunt thetn out of their encroaching 
offices, lest th«y spend their days in 
idleness, and swagger away a hfe in 
pampered ease, and turn the very en- 
trance of my house into a hall of idle 
ceremony, and often tell the stranger 
that i am not at home, rather than open 
the door 'J while the poor female of more 
delicate texture, who deserves ouratten- 
ti cm, must fag, and scrubs and wash^ at 
home and abroad. 

-Ok, that the kindest, the very best of 
kings^ co^ld totisider how his subjects 
are: idagenerating; My country, my 
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modehi Hodttek€«pfers. >-* i*; ? >. > 

l'.»i'',l>/ . MOV, •.,,: . i^*;>i; 'I rt:*» ^hw/ 

t ^<^ ff tie i*4»>er< MiMtf te Ik^UmBt teM, 1 1 ^ 

And yet the wise are gq>#efHB»iyi<li'iii|ii.f< 

o tirrheIa(Km!depnthi9t Ivf Mfoilireet* 

> iieciui9e<8helll(l notUmOj;* rioek op my 
' peA^'butbdt tt. Mufe «rai:M itf tiMdwr! I 
r^^mt^iieA lu^ ftJ8bo<fiid,-exMibptlioMiAe 
t^ttffliessy i^femtdied ^up a third) ii^iid 
*>thmigti>j4cnq|;edNm thebenbiidcytibta 

''4sepvikeAidsa,y,if ybuAiront dohitv^hkig; 

not a single nikoki /wiiiil najco^i'Ae 

whole heap refused every seirice^ 

adding Ur^^y 'trohbte; by-riaii^ing the 

fidgets, ^aad'ttieiQJtiieOUtiiut^f^a scold* 

ing from my wife. I threatened to 

'^bmn them all for 'E'io«Mpmicy//IAiich 

rboreouch an eradtrcsdmblaiicw^iidy 

•>domestic8 last yeer>'jA«t>l wiwgM 40 

;etnd of therri. 'Bdtiakn^ i^^ilapen 

try axgain> Us docUttv wf» exoe8dfli)g(|y 

'^ grtiirb, arid trying Ijliete&i, Ifinincl them 

vati of on& imndv ecfnaHy^iekliilg to*tl|e 

* stighttod' pressure. >l lfi|<to iho^agpii- 



.g 



<;*0 

thought the tri^l,t^[fi^Jmim1^\H^ 
Avas clear against them, yet my wife, saud 
all ,iiM imifsattiiaiijMAlC'^sMMd Ifaus we 

io^-ifrcAU fot i|^tftoa4«ftiiv!«i&;(tll&t to 
^cfojirj^uriMiyyitefmust Amm o^hsamfin^i las 

i ItaafeMit matteiii^ahiii^irt iMh;Hbqf»M(se 
ointt otitgphigr'is Jeqmd^tt her im*»«mig. 
f)fiut |tiyt4ri& r|gidi)itam49s the old tefaR, 
£ ^IktJb^ieatDfiaat^ » feiiD|jnM dmneint* a 
,^|ia:le fii]0riiiw^,!aM aaht^-fliore wift^ 
,^arife^fiiiirferaiiyriibod9^>.'^^Biit it par- 
anr$ei|tiaiiiid:my hiadb ^>: - / ' 

/ .^ /i*)'i ' ; ■ : ^^..1 /; ('I. -. • ' r //■ 

ihBvgtmyMf A\m'if$smi& tmabMhSiM^n 
;i9i}iilBcd^ |^M^&*tfa||b[laid' otii'imto^rio 
nffiitt iatini, iirvl^lieiqi fminy Wittiii:bi^e 
- w iq^ t^crf bcariyifaitecesMgy^rmpdfi^^ 



has biitfglit 6n^ fine iMh^,^ sWe^ hhi^ buy 

tn^ify int^e, ' ttr^t { »Wr6^ iWfef • be atf/ 

eqiiaHHyiii jMir itp|!*tt«-artfc4^/ • I hare be*/ 

wailed the evils bP4 bail triertiOry/^r m^ ' 

wife fora^etitig hfef debts, ^fjpoaed sh6'" 

bad paid hiatir, trfieniii'teaflf^^^hiB Iftid 

disofearged atfeet The ci^SWcfrs id^ 

folrget me, Hkeiwalice, "diey ba\(e*aHOrt^ 

ii^ttKHy^, ate* -siet titneSMfiieii'lfi^^ill* 

bfe ^eii ^d heafrd, «b 4tttt<* dP this- 

hkve I $e*n *ri*felt;^ that >PMr6T4WVMh*f* 

go «^ bdd^perf^ ih«il'rMeifHiW'ri>y^ 
sofekidebt .: . ; i I'^l; 

. • ; - ^ w •■ - V. ',; ." i II', ill 

T^h^fpath of life/ WtBtiie'iVlldaiW 
blessei* with a good h^fo-ttrirtfe/iir tAiW' 
right sMe of the eittbitHd^yjAiA^niftw^' 
has been em thef wrort^ stidfe;«V hi^ji 6f^ 
confiiskm, yet mixed tvlth complidatisjd ' 
ttti-BS/and many a cniel tWiist. My %fte 
aecnstomed herself to^ notice the form, ^ 
3ize, pofiWtion, conlpleiion/ and flai^our 
of every dish upon the table, arid as*- 
testimony of her good breeding, one 
was over-done, another trnder-dotte, or 
not done at all ; 6th«irs were too old, ^ 
kept beybnd their proper flavour, 
others were too rich, otners*tob pooir, t6a 
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swf«t> .or so floor they* were oiobearable^ , 
My childreu we^c as^ked n thousand « 
questions ivbeii, lh€y returned froqi a ^ 
>isit, mid &t home contiuuBlly^peiplex- , 
ed* ^vith what would you like iny dear^ 
ho that the parent entirely gav<j up her.^ 
jiidgracut ©f what >\as best ibr the cbiid^ r 
that like a little iiaimul it might be go* ; 
verned by its tas>te. Many subordinate > 
things were uuaToidably brought into the 
account^ as one liad ttio niut lij, another ? 
t«o little^ or flot ihe bit he exactly likedj.. 
one turned wlleui janother found fault^^ 
a third gorged himself. This was .more 
than I could bear^ but to quarrel would 
not m^nd the mittter. The mother 
always affirmed . she would sooner die^ 
thaa be brought into subjection to any 
man^ though one of the best of women 
calleid Abraham Lord^ and set an exam- 
ple of subjection, ^he scorned being a 
daughter of Sarah^ and to rule as a 
tyrant was ^ore than my mind could 
bear. 

\Ti(fk laurel bind the head of him, 

WJia fosdof peac^ now sheaths the sword. 

I remember at my father's t^ble^ ih^ve 
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was no ilisciission wluiher the dithes 
were well or iU preparrd, the victaals in 
oroiit of season^ tast< it ngreeafcly or the 
contrary, or were pref( vable or inferior 
to other diwhes of the same kind. Being 
iiccustomt^d from my infancy to the ut- 
most inattention to these matters, I 
have been all my life freed frum orre of 
the most beastly specie*? of boncJa»je, 
and whotty indifferent as to what kmfl , 
of food was sat before nie^ providing it 
was elean and wholesome, and evcri' 
now I pay so little attention to it, that a 
few hours after dinner, 1 should be up-^ 
able to say of what it had consisted, ■* 

Though sorfie may suppose tHat I^ 
cannot give a strongjerproof of my want 
of good breeding,, tSan to be conceraed 
about my debts, and peifectfy uncon- 
cerned about my food^ yet Jlmve fountf' 
many great advantages arising from tbi? 
habit. For when I wa* diceeted by a 
— ^ < —,= ■■ ■- fc— — ^1 

* The aatlior sincerely sympathises with those 
tender constitutions, which &id it more di flic a It to 
■wallow and digest a in<irsel of w he a ten bread^* 
than the healthy and robust comtitutio a df^s iq 
dig^i ib» most komely faro. 



c^mxnttee on businqs^ to the ^ortli^ 
in the execution of my caminission^ X 
Mras to take up my abode in the habita- 
tion of a person worth iflauy thousands. 
On my approach I found the door was^ 
open^ the puppy find its mother, the cat 
aiid her kitten occupied the hearth, be; 
fore a 3c;orcbing fire-^ A small pig, a, 
sack; of flour, the jay a^d wicker cage, 
with other furniture adorned the room. 
The oW lady soon entered, and with a 
cheering smile most cordially welcomed 
the stranger to be seated^ and take a 
repast; gin, brandy, rum, various witie^^, 
cake^ bread and cheese of various sorts, 
were placed upon the table with dex- 
terity ; but the chief obstacle was to dis- 
liugLiish the liquid in the glas:^, and 
efFectiially separate it from the externaL 
and disgusting coating, however, by 
recollecting how boys pout, I shot the 
under lip over the edge of the glass^ 
and succeeded without the dilHculty un- ^ 
der which my clerical friend was com- 
pelled to labour^ when he complained 
of a dirty knife and plate^ and the ser- , 
vant muttered, 'Mori't be so scrupulous, ^ 
sir, for you must eat a peck of dirt be-^^ 
fiwre you die/' In a passionate toiie; * 



he cwed, *^ Y/dri hHsoy, I A^t l»fcet<r 
eat «o mucb at 6ace HI"' 

I bi^ve often met with f^aple, who, 
possessing aiiicer taste tha» myself, be- 
cause ?they cultivated it more/ sufiered)' 
muiQh on accasiott% wliere, for my owii 
part^< I perceived nothing grievously 
vvaniting^ but a gnttefulr heairt, and -at 
roiiunci^icHii of idolizing the belly. 

^^ If petty evil^ roand y^u swarm,. 
. " .Let not Iheir buz yoar temper wftrra ; 
^ But brush tkem from your miod away^ 
• *^ . Like iosecta o£ a summer's day- . .*s. 

One evening, unhappily my wifei 
caught the idea that every thing dies^ 
with us. Hei^ I saw another troublfe 
arise, for aa on the one hand reas(Mi 
could not turn her thoughts- the right 
way, so pn the otlier the salutary check 
of a future retribution had. lost its hold 
of her mind. She soon affirmed, " We 
osg^tto believe o\«t)f0wO{e^]Denenee; «re 
wefe not^in^* ^beforet ourbirth^ arid wicr.: 
sWljbe nothing after our d^ath." - Wett, 
then; may not I adopt; the analogy by . 
takipg,myr^iiprt;O^C9fBpadtfH% isovai^y^ 



I cHine into existehce^ and vi^atbec^mi^ 
of the argument ? Is not one positive 
proof better than all the negatire proo& 
in the universe ? " I am right, say what 
you will.*' But consider w^ife, you cob*- 
clude from an unknown past to an un^ 
known future,, to perpetuate the qotfaing^ 
ness of your husbandy and 1 dedtice my 
Gonseqiience from the present, whicb I 
know to the future which I do not 
know, as an assurance of this ftfture ex- 
istence, I proceed on the presumption of 
a goodness^ and j^sttee to come ; from 
the instances of goodness and justice 
which 1 actually see diffused all around 
me. 

Oh \ Isttbella^ aU the wealth of trorlds^ 

Nor alt its Tanlties and gay delights 

Cbnld e'er seduce my bosom toiforegc 

The sacred hours, i/^hea sttsaltngpffoni thenoi^ 

Off care and eiivy. 

The more I tKiiA of God the more B 
love him, and the thought of my fcere*- 
after to enjoy tfre felicity attd purity of ^ 
abetter state, andlb^ nioreimm^dia^' 



I can *bear ft* casts me with merciless \ 
hands from the genial waniith ot the ,! 
sun to the frozen poles. It!s cruel grasp J 
presses all the remains of vivacity ana 
turns me to an unfcclinjj, sensele^ [ 

block; ^' '^^""' ^'\ 

. » •'•■-,•• < . • . ..*.'• 

Come \^ifejj let tis indulge the convi^- . 
lion, that * He who has amply provuled ' 
for our bodies, and brought them to their 
maturity below, has prepared a place 
for his peoplii above, wliere tiie souls »f 
the reaeemedl will arrive at that matu* 
rity they never Can attain on i^artli. . 

'' And did not tie, who iills the middle throne' 
^^ In yonder world of spirits, lead to foants 
" Of ererladting joy — ^Wlpe cvVy tear, * 
*^ And sighs laiid sorrows close, each pang I fed. 
*< Eternal blank!!!" 

•,« Well, s&y what you will, I am wiser 
tbau'to believe your doctrine." My 
doctrme^ . my dear, it is the doctrine of 
the conscience — of th^ [Vatriarchs — 
judffes**^prophets— of the bible, and of 
God. For it is the province of religion 
kindly to take us up where philosophy 
loads OS ustray ; shew us the nature ot 
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ilk we e^perlenpc> Uy imfolding their ; 
oii^Jn* Were pride and vanity to be the • 
urbtter of our felicity, they would 
render us unhappy. We are now iu 
exile, let us Ipok for our fnture coiijplete 
em anci patio rr by a teacher that cannot 
lie, and who kindly says: 'Acquaint 
thyself now with God> a^dr beat peA9^> 
arul thereby gf>6d shall CQttie iiotQ^thy : 
sotil/* ^ 

. ^ Oar Hfe fniucti a mould is castj^ . 
*^ Th plain ft js not nade to laa| : 
^^ Tis but a state of' trial hcr^,. 
** To tf t us for a purer sphere ; 
^^ A scene of contest lor a priee^. 
^^ That in.«nnthei segiioa Li^ ;. 
^^ In better world* and brighter Ai^ 
^ Here doomed a fiainCal lot t6bnfe^ ' * 

*^ Our happiness is treasai^d there.** 

To proceed wjtli the narrative, ik tnay 
l)e remarked that the rapid sISreain of 
years roll on, the growth of my dirild- 
ren, the date of lettei»> and tlie mixture 
of grey upon my companion, not-only 
deeply affected ray mind, and csxeitted 
no small degree of cogitation, but what- 
ever economy I might possess^ anit 
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sioii that a Htitcli in tutje-savesniiie ; yet, 
l^saw the whole of ni) feeling, *^coiiciiiiy 
; and the okl ^dnge rc^v,fn*soJ, for often 
' the neglect of a stitch in time coin 
• pellM me to buy new things for con* 
/ veuieiice The other day 1 hm\ logo a 
journey in groat haiate, and I fuiitul that 
a complete omission to wash tl>c tea- 
things, iinpelletl me to take breakfast 
' %vithont the thneaud trouble of \^ashing 
^ the iitcnsils/bt I must have had none, 
aiid many^ evils must give way to the tie- 
inands of nature and the hurry of a 
-eoiiLili! ' This led me to form a con- 
'4!e [it ion/ that much trouble might be 
saved by reversing the established order 
'J^f my grandfather and grand i not hejr^ 
and yet, I perceive 1 am unintentionally 
pushed iito a dilemma, fur if a wumaa 
wants to use a dish, pail, glass, tea-cup, 
pr any thiii^ el^, r^rhat trouble it saves 
tb'fihd itrefatty Mr^aish^, but if thfey are 
*lieveir*.\wa^ed[ at nAi; wbuld not more 
;^^tt)tib|e Br savpd ? iPor to put things 
"lip dif tti'knii wkit until there are hajf 
"^ik. il^^^ *tp 'd'efiti as .1 have seen at 
^pitArB^ f;ili^; ijati^t create great 

^fcrdiiMeJ-'titrt so ^KhJk, requires grekl and 
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, separate sach cid firieads. WJiaau|^ I 

* ira$ coDTiQced, however^ tb^ uep i^i|;e 

* may be esteemed., and . haTe its . ran, 
' about taking thin^ as tbey are^, yet af 

things, bad been cle^nseo at JBr^ it 

Monid Qnly ba^e filled up little vacaiicies 

of tiine, '\fhicb time never would H^v^e 

been'missed. It was also my trouble to 

, see that every thing left so neglected or 

[ dirty, tends tosour somelhings aqd mipds 

' about ity and a heap qf dirty things. pi^t 

* into the closet^ made it ue^^sary to 
clean.s6.thecloset frequently, i|nd; mapy 
scrubbing take place^ aud so jnany 
brushes to be,bQugbt> CQst, wl^t they 

I wili^ that i had the trouble to fiiid^ that a 

wife must either clean away, the dirt, 9r 

the husband must live in it^ though be 

^cannot learn the art of, digesting it ,'as 

food. .. *' 

'' '/The loss of one buttbii of 't|ie wiBa4' 
coat is a provoking thing, whqii.a n^SMi 
ne(ds bracing, and lives f^i^ from. the 

- master of the needle. It was my troub|e 
lo live under a conviiction* watj the 

; needle was so far given uptQitb^J^UfHT^ 

; that mv wife would i»ooner see piy ^we)» 



pressing b^ond the reavgB of butt^si; 
than replaxje ortksten one.»^ I took up^a 
beautiful pair of kid gioves^ made by 
^ome unprincipled stitch of a* niaii«-** 
facturer, originally sewed^ iwth a hot 
fieedlfe and a burnt thread> they were 
flying open from side taside^ from thumb 
to finger^ aqd from finger' to ihiimb; 
My wife said they were Iikc«ome df my 
stockings^ (yes, thought i^ cast aiside a 
little hole, until the moths had'fbUowed 
the example by making a thousand 
more,) tliey have been neglected toolong, 
and now there is no means of remedy- 
ing the evil, but by a new pair. I 
sighed becaree I .Mi so many inrodds 
were made into my purise. C^viction 
seated upon his throne said all this^ and 
much more might have been prevented- 
byiafewminutestrouble; that they mig^t 
how be repaired, and if noty they are 
a waste of time, of credit and of money^ 
must all go together, as ^he west- wind 
hurried the locusts into the ^red sea^ 
Believe me, I do not exa^^raite when I 
;ay 1 was tried from one moon to ano^' 
ther throBgh the year, cheated, betrayed^ 
abused^ but all this ve:Eatioa of fi^it 
M 



wiAMitI ttmedy . 1 haVe read of infoHi- 
%l0 quadd remedies; to grsupp\e wiAi 
Vwdii andent out a tbotisaud faes td 
Ui^ eonstitution. But rierer coii^d I find 
a ^ag^ itKMPtal. bug^est a prescrii>tiim to 
meat wy fciiijei The only baibsl to 
Itm^p.tlneflresddl iii any degcels olf'^amty 
i$iff I het patience hare iter perfieict work; 

Sid in frntieoGei possess' ye ^your son Is '* 
^je l'>wisb t* s£aitd guarde^^ for whet> 
Iftie ikUild h <:h&n^^,; iovery tblfi^ 
iihaoges wilh it^ and wh^Tf a. man i^M; 
diacok*d(>i4ilk: himaeif/ tie k continuaUyi 

fitNttl.-ibcimek '. ^.f '-i ' • '• ?/' :> I •'»: 

iEvery oiRnt to bring my;wife to tm^ 
bibe a tg)6spel spirit^ apfieared to mer 
itorfeatty frsiitiessy unleBs.I icould^kad^ 
lier.t^. tWm soYiiie ^ali^:!idea of the' 
grieat conmmnder, for vfh^i we see th^ 
Bcttty of Qhtist standstipon tbebasi»of 
hi^<»aiinfi' VKbicfa he^ has advaQceid^ "of 
itois^ip wbidh he, has ]g^ciQusly |>e]!<* 
mitted^ of fiower i\¥hicb he has. escer- 
cjsed^. Gf^fMx^tfSH^bGB vdm^h hi sustains^ of 
lo^e unexa]xipled4 and of an empire iirn- 
b^t^odddfbfifvlhii^iilDivenae, unchaogteable 
aftifi^dy aiuiilafixHte as ^erntty ; it ivafe 



i^itm the wii^ of his oheeek^icbin- 
manda^that I found, rny soul lifted Uf}M' 
to the. city o£ God^ whU<e gratitudey 
hyve, and admiratkm swelled the saUs to' 
bear away. i 

All this^ said my wife, is perfect enthu- 
siasm. No, no, enthusiasm is that un-- 
happy state of mind, which disposes a 
pei:$on . to ^ye a stronger assent to a 
religious, proposition than the evidence 
will justify.. Generally speaking it ilft- 
pilia^ a pretetice to j»ipe^natar9.l cQmnm* 
niiqations^ pn whjcK is Jp^i;ide4 Hi b0|^ 
in pertaijj ^octi^oejsy, ja^id. |h^ Mji^fprmT 
ance of cefUiu'^^t^p^;^'^^ 
tures have not authorized or revealed • 
IVfy If ou being pi^ese^it^b^iW^ "^i^bfre 
father, iath^c&4ig^i^9r^vil 9(*Wthiis|ia*«ij, 
since It gratifies multitudes?" It i^ a 
dangerous delusion, as it tends to d^-^. 
annul the true standard of religion, and 
by the extravagancies and follies it pro* 
duces, it contributes to bring piety into 
disgrace, and very frequently such per- 
sons are mechanically moved by their 
feelings, and more alive to supei^tition 
than to^ober conviction. 



' Botimmamy '- i^ an excessiveideTo-. 
tion of the mind, to any particulajr em*- 
ployment or opiaiun/' Enthusiasm in 
ficienoe is genius^ in vice it i» spirit^ in 
war it is loyalty and honoui ; but in- 
reli^ion the irreligious world calls it 
madness. 

In religion; I hnre observed Ortho- 
doxy is my doxy, for that which is my 
rfeligious opinion, is heterodoxy iri my 
wife s view^ therefore it cannot be her 
doxy, nor can her doxy be mine, so that 
every nfian's doxy is orthodoxy. For 
who does tipt say orthodoxy is my doxy, 
and heterodoxy IS your doxy.* 

fn accommodaiions I have observed 
also, that my wife's eyes became larger 
than ray howse, for she constantly fixed 
her rtind upon a neighbour's mansion. 
She not oi^ly lays storm to gi'eat places 

-- — ~ . . ' ■ »' ■ ; ■ ■ ■ 

* True orthodoxy is to ppt the principal things 
of religion in the priacipa) place^ and give eacli 
tnith its due weight. 
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with feeble meani^/ bui witft l«si»^ldiei|l^ 
to carry lier {K>Hit She b^^hHs^tilMi^ 
tibii^gs h^t fining notit?, that €<M *AS^ 
fHitifi: one job i tiotie^ ih this ^o^;, 
imoth^ in- that euj^^ttrd, <ir iri tlltfC^ 
basket, reminds me ^ ii^i)^rA<0»^ 
source of my sorr0W4 Myelm*^*#*hfeff 
'^ in her little^r^teQ «oiii<^ HWelet ^e^^ 
'* they begairtodiii; brttth^iWeirefbdtyr- 
"^ up to put in a tittle lupifte^d, wfetelif 
'^ vfM iBoon ^splaee^ tb^' t^e^t^iftig^ 
'^ be occiipied by ^Ml^r s«^dS>SehiHli lfi# 
'/ sui^m^pa^edaway.'tmd^lltys))!!!!^ 
" mg and rooting up thwartedtlfe t>|i49i^ 
'^tions of nature," and it was for nought. 
Poor child, thought t, thou^rt&mal 
plant, kom a stock, that thus ^p^iMl^ 
ber Jlfd without matuyiog my ^t^^ 
projects.. 

I noticed if 1 gave goi^d ild^c; tile 
never would take it, betaunfe i n«^r 
90uld give good conduction tbi« gtottnd 
I have the painful ree^ttectfon^,' tha6 1 
could aoL Jifilp^iifii: ia a th o us a n d 
instances :. and as in^ f^W iftst^nces I 
noticed i^e. would notT^ar i:ea^jij, 9Q j|[| 
many cas^s rea^n woidduQtji|tar,b^^^ 



My Father ♦ had often remiticled rti^ 
that reason and /wisdom were twins : and 
bpth say^ " Be industrious in thy call* 
in§^, be frugal as possible; and both 
reason $tndj wisdom say/' AU may be 
blasted without the bl^asiu^ of heaven ; 
wd therefore ask that blessing in meek- 
ness and huinility^ and be not uncharit- 
able to those who at present seem to 
need it^ biit comfort and help them.'^ 
RemQinberi Job suffered and afterwards 
was prosperous. Lazarus wai^poor^ but 
has a residence ia heaven^ let^such have 
a. place in thy heart. 

; My sorrow it is true was very greats 
«Aia^ I had often found sleep itself dis*- 
p^l my chagrin more than a book of drjr 
Viorals^ I frequently said^ 

. ,Hail ! Imjaly paw f> ! t^iot ciuis't ref>air^ . 
'/fp^ , constant w^ste ^ Imoian c»r?> 
-T9;.tl|« md hfATt a«Qrd> relief, 
tAn4 gWd % respite to itSogHd!: ' 

....^.u-.-^— — ^ ; ':■■ ■ — /ji'Hi r ,. u^ 

' f- * U I leiLveft with the inquisitiye to prore 
ii^iie^er at^ man in ^Gijesii Britain lias better 
^oukdy to caU Or* Franklin father^ than my $f If* 



Th^ dtreat^ing $\pnsk that daily. lowVs : 
. 0(1 tk^ ruda iiiat the wretched cheer, 

• And 4x> a «miletraiisf anh the tear. 

but this distress was Immoveable, and 
such a^ no means could mitigate, without 
recourse to God; and happy, still happy 
1 ifound myselt^ when this was the cenr 
tfal point toward which all the paths of 
rpyhfe converged* 

* I observed also, that I had not suffi- 
ciently distinguished between neatness 
^nd slovenliness, thouifh I must admit,| 
her dress was not the light drapery 
which adorns a Grecian statue ; nor did 
it expose her legs, to put the remains 
of modesty in man, out of countenance ; 
yet she had no idea of putting on what 
was proper^ ip a delcent maimer. Dresa 
is certaitily iai very silly thing, and it \i 
equally disgusting to make a foolish 
thmg of it. She had no idea of avoids 
ihg pfarticulalr characters in her dresis^ 
and of being clean foi? her owa sake^ 
and neat to please the ^ eye^ of hei 
husband; ' / ; '" ' .,, , 

* After aA^^ A^; v^ife^^ twiipiBr was^ not m 



weitk dispositioaof mind^ nor an insen- 
sible indifferenceto ifljuries^ it ^ae very 
far froro that sorHafi temper^ that is often 
drawn aside for want of rcdsplution^to 
stand to what she supposed to be right ; 
nor was it a tempec fond always to 
oblige and aA*aid taoppose^ and tfaere- 
fiDre^ led to dissemble and temporise^ 
which like a ca^rteleon is continually 
changing according to the company 
it keeps; nor was it that kindness ana 
sweetness of miiidj that sympathizing-, 
generous, and benevolent affection, 
attending to relative duties^ which espe- 
cially consists in a lite of activity and 
usefulness. Nor was it a temper soured 
by poverty, corrupted by sickness^ dis- 
appointments, or worldly cares. But it 
was that sort o( temper^ from which 
more evils arise than from ill fortunes, 
it was as it will speak for itself, a tyran- 
nizing, tormenting frame of mind, teamed 
and tVettedj a nervous roughness^ and 
irritability, which becaaje worse and* 
worse. \ * ^ -' 

Oil any (rifling occasion^ she WQviiSl^ 
contradict me before the childrenj^ anidt 
^p«ip Q£t)i^ 4ct4)^Qii fAiig^ jl<^.i«ndl o£ 
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lier spirit as to cqiiti-adict 'each other.* 
PerceiTing my wife^s determination to 
maintain her ground, I frequently left 
the room iri silence, and sometimes on' 
my return 1 foufid the children could* 
Mot open their lips, but with a snarling 
con trad ictory tone. 1 f this occasiottally 
issued in a push; the mother would blus-' 
ter, and interfering, sanction any' 
sWe, right or wrong, of course the* 
sanctioned child stood on champion 
ground, with an air of deiiiLnce; One 
boy became so daring, that if the mother 
at any time levelled |ier noisy artittery* 
against him^ he had no: apprehensibns,^ 
biit her stormy thi^atenihgs would very- 
soon evapbrate. My rcntedy, I consi-' 
dered in all these cases^ was to set a 
better example^ to guard against an «n-' 
governable temper, to imitate the peace- 
able, and by no means enter into the 
scold, lest our house shook! be like the 
poor man possessed with demoiis, torn 
to pieces. '' For the beginning of strife 
is as when o«e letteth out water." It 
insinuates itself, and rallies men*s pas- 
sions before they are aware, and spread- 
ing itself in tlie heart, in the family, and 
amongst friend:i}> it is not easily drainic^^ 
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efffiigaiD. '' Therefore, leave off coo* 
taction, before it be meddled with, for 
^e evil of contention is better prevented 
than remedied, and compassion drireft 
lAern thoughts away/' 

One day our clergyman came to ehal 
and take tea with us, according to my 
wi£^'s invitation. The servant had no 
sootier begimto handthe tea rduikl, tbft» 
my wife began to traduce thechiaracier of 
ouribrmer minfiiBter^ widow, who waa 
left with Severn children, and a very uncer- 
tainaiKlsoantsrsui^rt. The good man^ 
not aware thai it as the propcfrty of a 
scold to have the last word, modestly 
wfttched ev^ opportunity to drop a 
v^ry good hint, tlM^h an uiiseasenahle 
oifie^ because ik only prolonged the^ 
raiUery. At the? close,^ my wife recol- 
lecled^ she had pot only cast away every 
qivility, but sbe saw sha had: actually 
forgot to send iQund4he mmt excellent 
jugofcrea^m^ She endeavoured to make 
qh handsome apology for hei forgetful- 
ness. To which, (|^acefiiUy rising), he 
rained with good temper :: ''Madatn, 
I have always observed, wlien! a person 
haslpst tho govermuent of i&eir own* 
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l^itpef ji ; they very se^em Imofr. tvbait 
they i do, . aim 1 am gi leved (ibr those^ 
V(ho live iwidej th<5 unhappy bondag^eiof 
guch a cruel master^: they will haM 
much to answer for in a.iuture day/* 
Tuning his hat^ he cadt.an affectioaate 
glance, bu^tior. peace aake^ L though 

Jirudent not to notice it. My wife 
irecitt^itvuTEiing the sedtdiag to me> she 
iwndated bo^. tifnoidid think of briiig-« 
ing the gentleitaii: to. talk to her^ and 
$h^.wiu» glad she bad spoken her mind 
tQibitn, and hoped I !would bring no 
more visitors, " but ybu do not cape if 
I and ray children are brought to a 
niorsel of bread/' 

Perhaps the reader says, it is a ptty< 
tmt I bad known her temper before mar^ 
riage. It is true, I ileed not have been 
ignorant of her temper^ but I had not 
considered ,tbat temper, is every thing. 
Howevfir^ . havang fully, discovered that 
oujr ihi^Pfdness, and misery in this valei 
of teai^i^re refer'able to the temper 
wijth, whifch Mr«. receive our trials^ nneet 
our di^uitids, lor thte. irama o£. mind 
m a n i f ested -^mder them, I was ready 
to exclaim. Oh ! temper, temper^ 
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is the . ainMsphc^e we curry >f itli 
ps salutary orin^xioiis* If bad^ it is like 
f^ the ashes of the furnace^ sprinkled in 
the air^ it strikes with boitsaoid blains; 
tormenting. indeed to the Egyptians." 
sTbi& I saw and feltin some unhaj^y 
degree, and I reserved to exemplify the 
word of God in my conduct, as my only 
shield. ^^ For he that is slow to anger 
is better than the mighty; and he that 
ruleth his spirit^ than he thattaketh a 
city/' It is true, some may think anger 
is valour, but 1 saw, he that being 
reviled, and reviles again, has lost his 
valour, because he is overcome by the 
great enemy of his peace. There may 
be fury in angry courage, but there is 
the victory of wisdom in a valiant 
patience. Evil tempers are worse ene- 
mies than external foes, ^l^herefore, 
Joseph * ^as an inconceivably greater 
man in ruling his passion, tUan all the 
millions that liavb fallen a sacrifice to 
their own rashness. '' It is an honoujr for a 
man to cease from strife/' But, ''He 
that is proud of heart stirreth up strife;" 
generally :sus{Hcioias of di^espect in 

,* ^bc Patmiicfe*« son*. > 
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every tht^, for c^er dtscaajDrai, >aii4b 
troKbling^ othersi. ^^ I was rm^lved Bak 
(q he overcome oC ^vil^ but to oveireoma 
evil with goecl/' nM 1?iUi gao4 rn^^ 
and blowB^ us the ung^overnahle tew^ 
percall^? tht^n^ but by good esana|^^ 
^^ :FQr hj^ itbatis slow to ang^, appdasetb^ 
fttrife/' . 

, ' *. J " .. \ ' 

'^ The goiMl man neTer fails to wield 
. *^ A- hfbkdr m4 atroUg prdtec^ sMeltfy 

^ That will pfesenre htm tUro' tke s(i^ 
.' <:^,tMrhii:&iieter fails to trooMb Ufe^ 
• ^< Aiid tiplkenf'liiel meets kis final dwm^ 

<* Vtfill fotnim Itoplyfoir his to«b/» 

My ^tcmpw had been exceedingly 

i1^riMb^6^ bat my soul iiow bates the 

^monster of kuqiiity thai once tore m^ 

witticmt mercy, and is nbw dUMj riay^ 

4wg her thoUsandk;^ I therefore deter^ 

miif^ to opposid ^e cfviL }t isr my 

d«Ay^ and' tke ettdeaVenr bf my lieaK to 

restrain and govern my pasrioils i if ndt, 

aU tfafe wickoindss we can confitnt/ m^ 

*iiiive the natural temper attiK ^ttatidi* 

Vam to {dead! in its «acute; The jmir- 

^skrer wMl . eteense^ htnlsdC by beHifi; ef 

a passionate temper, just as my wife md ; 
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die dhinkanl uill pli^ad the heat of his 
Constitution^ (he thief an avaricious 
temper^ and th^lewd rake the acri/hony 
of his blood, and when our passions are 
not governed by the power of reason, a 
,jien$e of duty, or the influeinceofi^eligion, 
Ihey become our directors. Mid • hurry 
us forward as the wind whirls chaff 
into the destructive fire. 

Therefore, I pledge myself to suh* 
due this formidable evil, on the grouhd 
of my own peace, the religion I pro- 
fess, the good of all around me, the ac- 
count I must give to God in a future 
day, and the lovely example of him 
Who said, be not overcome ; of evil, 
but overcome evil with gdod. '''Ifehee 
I resolved to lay aside as a filthy gar<- 
meiit, all malice^ grille, hypocrisies^ 
envies, and evil speaking/' For where 
envying and strife is, IhtTe is confusion 
and every evil work. " But the wisdom 
that -is trora aiiove is tirst pure, ithen 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be en- 
treated, full of mercy and good fruits?' 
But, the works of the Heafe are haired, 
^'ariancCj emulations, wiJath, Ittrife; Md 
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diey that do such Uuo^. canQOt it|- 
hfiiat the kingdom of God. 

To impress tlie mind: with the \^i 
importaoce of immediate, attention Xp 
our family concerns, I referred my .wife 
to the doctrines of Lord Halifax, who 
reminded his daughter that '' The go- 
remment of the domestics, and of the 
. children, is the wife*s allotted pvoyinCjB, 
and.reason expects her to fill the depart* 
meat well, for if she deserts her station 
l>T indoience, or by want of skill, in 
pace of being an help, ^e will be an 
incumbrance to the family where she is 
pliaced." My wife replied, '' Such sage 
creatures as you learn youjr tale from 
others/' and immediately she retired. 

As his Lordship writes, so I have 
fbuttd, that no respect is durable, but 
what is founded on real worth, uiid 
where our usefulness declines, our re- 
spectability must diminish^ unless in the 
autumn of life, when it is the revereing 
homage due to age. Upon this princi- 
ple, 1 suppose the attention of servants 
and the regard of children, seldom star 
with the Mistress that does not thipk 
ii2 
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tHelh Worth (4»Uitiiiig, and on tte- 
axiom, 1 hafveiived tmcfer a full conidc* 
tion^ that the economical and industri- 
ous hoCisekeeper makes « better igure 
ih the fiimily^ than the gay lady wb3 
-kMuihy ^Irnouiihe^ bcr title td tlie 
government or th^ household . ' 

Nothing surely can Be more absurd 
tliM to suppose that tha criterion tdf 
good breedmg is, ^' to be goed fw «»- 
thing.'* Or is it an excellent malim to 
fcast the mantle of carelesness over every 
thing that re<|uiresattention and manage- 
ment, t6 desert the house, or ovcriook 
the i^mily, to aidmtt no carei^ lest th^y 
should getierate a few wrinkles. It was 
the mistake ot my wife to think of fceepr 
ing herself up, by stepping over those 
duties which oUgtit to have bc6n re- 
garded, though they might nbta{>p^r 
sufficiently refined to excite the atten- 
tion of Lady Heedless. It appears im- 
possible that even a princess should 
create and preserve respect by i the neg- 
lect of the duties of her fetatiaii. It was 
no small trouble to me, to see my 'wife 
take such an unhappy step, sinc^e it is 
hy some Hviog'qiKimy that the -rational 
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approbatioi> of the good and great ate 
obtained: but notmng can be more 
perverse than to expect honour and es* 
teem^ and at the same time resolve to 
do nothing praise- worthy. ' A: smiling 
countenance^ and a gay appeajcance 
cannot prove such a lasting tenure as 
to secure the confidence of the reflecting, 
for the first appearance like n^p^ soon 
wears ofi> and though apparent kind^ 
ness may remain^ the husband recovers 
his Sight, to witness that nothing but 
substantial worth can render admiration 
and love durable as life. Virtue, good 
sense, good management, and kind ser- 
vices will secure lasting respect. But; 

" If Hfe's a farce, mere chUdren^s ptay, 
" Let the rich trifle it away; 
" I cannot model mine to their's, 
^' Fpr mine has been a life, of caces.'' 

Though I have the pleasure of remem- 
bering that I did not marry the blind, 
lame, deformed, . diseased, morose, vi- 
CHous, deceitful, aged, or good for no- 
thing, because there was wealth la ad- 
vance my flow of sufficiency ; yet, as I 
am allowed to speak the truth, I must 
atfinn> that it was the violence ofi 
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the 1 first ISuug, mi ^i^ir^ioa <^,%t 
Bbape^ the varniab wd i?apipteiiipti c^ 
the person, in coniii^sipii with ^ d|sr§r 
^rd to tfaoseJiving %viAlifies wjbic|) a^^ 
Itidispeniiables in.a life of harnrio;iy,jloye, 
eonfideQee^ aud usefulness. Haw, ca^ 
the hushend be at hpme> if bis bo^in 
frieiklrb. a settled ioe tp order, f]$e- 
fatness, and oeoMiipy. Reject, then, 
i^Mder, upon the &ifix}tf^e, thjit no 
respect; is lastii^ but thort whicjh is pro- 
duCQd -by usefulness in pur station of 
4ife. 

Who c^ eicclaim, this is a trandeot 
topic, when it is a remonstrance against 
human inconsistency in its' current 
forms, which has betrayed (nuUitudes 
into the great^t sorrows, \yy irnbittering 
that part of ]^n]\an life, which^ of all 
othei«i, is moiM^ interesting and endear- 
ing. The difficulties uftendatit upon 
.my career have beaU'Tcty gceat, though 
I am a daily witness th^t they are not 
, insurmountable, an4 it is certainly a 
.cogent reason to pursue the subject of 
. Ii?i9g 'mauners and morals, since the 
ta^te oi the age is to re^d, write, and 
talk about the pfis^in^ topics of the day. 

My wife had aot oulyretii:^. di3- 
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jpdeiuspd u(Hh Uies^Qtiments of Lord Hali- 
fax^ but the afiecting period approaclied 
M^km the stioiigjest symptoms of h^r 
dissolution appeari^d. 

^ Reflection, \y here compassion dweUs, cimlieir 
The groans of anguish, marl^ the palKd cheeky 
T|ie sin|(ing heart, shed the sorrowing tear, 
Ai^d pitying heaye the sympathetic sigh." 

Reflecting one day iti the field^^ on 
the temper we had cultivated, and the 
life we had spent, 1 could not refrain 
from weeping aloud under the recollec- 
tion of her recent keen r^ort, for the 
advice I gave my child ; wheo die said, 
'' I warrant you I am like a glow-worm, 
never to shine but when the sun is with- 
dniwn, and I am nottq^esee^ in the 
light but by your presence, and if ever 
, any dark snaae overtakes you, it m t^e 
^ retrograde motion of such an earthly jOroa- 

* tiire thateclipsed your light." All 1 cou|d 
' then venture to say was lort, like f^ soft 

April shower upon a burning vo^afio. 
And must she go from hence with sqc^a 
te/nper^ with such afranie of min4>j^w 
cftn she meet a holy <jod? At .th^i^ 

* moment the following panigprapb came 
ijfito my head with irresistable ifitrc^: 
<^ The dikldren oiust uotbe ru^ueii B^d 
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Jet such parents remember, that if ihty 
aeglect the due government df the» 
families, there is a hand that can remove 
them from the seat of that government, 
and provide better and more faithful 
overseers in their room, that the child* 
ren may be taken care of, — and I ques- 
tion not but many fathers and mothers 
are removed from their families, either 
by death or disaster, by the direction of 
Providence, that their children may hll 
into better hands." ^ . 

Soon as I returned to the house, my 
wife accosted me by say iag, '' Wheal 
am gone you will marry ^ain." I 
thought no, no, may I be forgiven this^ 
once, 1 will spend my days in rectifying 

' attiong my dear cbildren, the evils 
of a bad example. As hearing the 
voice uttered to Moses, the conductor of 
the children of Isttael; '' Bear them in 

* your bosom as a nurse is accustomed to 
hear her child." The same^ blessed ^ 
Being has ccmsignedthem to me^ by the 

^ahd of his Providence, they are the 
purchase of hk blo€kl,.for. whomhe has 

fi\^eu his life, whons he inhabits as his 
6me by his Spirit, w^hom may he fill as 
his temple .with, his gr^c^; whom he 
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^re^rds as his member^^ bis bretJuBO^ 

^nd as co-heirs^ of whom he shall make 

iso many kin^ and priests to God^ 

lor ever. 'Hiese little immortal tr^vd- 

'ters, by a line that never temiinates, 

he has confided to me ; what di^nity^ 

and honour in such a commissiou. 

t will endeavour to make myself and 

my Ood, loved and feared. I will 

point out inconveniences and dangers-^ 

-talk and reason with tliem, on punish- 

meat and honour, i will' make use 6f 

•rewards aiid caresses^ render their study 

^rational/ scriptural, and pleasant ; pro- 

* mote their rest, recrfeadoni zeal in piety, 

and maintain ^oe Ctder for their safety 

't>f body and soul. 

Therefore, should these remarks 
trdvel at public command, they must go 
^without me, for, alasT widowhood, the 
cares of a family, and encroaching infir- 
mities, bind their author, that he cannot 
go with them. Go as an antidote to the 
morbid excretions of the press, which , 
exhilerate family evils. Go, but then, go 
without pomp or dii^play, as suits the pro- 
duction of a once troubled husband, 
but now an urmoticed recluse. Go, 
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Apeak tile irtith^ rectify the ills of lifer 
re«e«tablisbthe ancient; empire of isound 
frieiidaliip^ parental love^ domestic cape ; 
mkigle with and strengthen those fii^i^ 
Mrho;, in their writings, recammei^ an 
hasty return to the old British nianners^ 
good sense> correct principles, love, and 
industry. '' May thy effort be successful * 
*^ Ah, never, perhaps, may these eyes scie 
'' thee moire, but if thou prove in the 
'' eyes of the intelligent less amiable, I- 
*' may live without thee in less pain« 
*^ Go, pause not in thy flight firom the 
•* breast that gave the^ Dirth,.and wishes 
'^ weU to^ nrnnkind^'"^ Why shouldst 
thou stop one mfHT>^<^j^ to review the 
spot, that trials and mercies have ren* 
dered dear to my remembrance. 

, ^^» E?eQ tkQt two friends condemned, 

Embimce mxiA kiss, mnd take ten thousand leaves^ 

I^oatber a hundred times to part than die ; 

Yet, now.farewcU^ and fi^rewell lines with thec.!*^ 

My Hardship since I wiU not tell 

But now n# more *■ ■■■■'*" - [ 
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ERRATA. 

V^ 8. for recline, read tncline.— for, read io^ 
10. for Tiels, read veib. 
15. for as, read is. — ^for and, read n^r* 
d4« for shrnged, read shruggetL 
42» for is, read his. 
53. for it, readtir^. 
§5. for prentices, re^d premises* 
1(1 • for bobins, retLd bobbins* 
M. for several painters, read sterol pointem^ 
SO. line 16, insert szBeet after friendsiilp. 
120. for bamlj, read balmy. 
141* for exliilenitei read aicceUrtde* 
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